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Reflections with Pastor Scott 
 
 

With thanksgiving upon us in just a couple weeks and Covid-19 still a 

reality in the lives of people around the world with cases rising again and 

hospitals filling up, I’ve been thinking, what is one thankful for amidst a year of 

much to be frustrated, angry, anxious, fearful…(you fill in a word) about?  I can 

list several things like having a home to go to, clothes, friends, the ability to worship in spite of 

closed buildings for the safety of our neighbor, an awesome group of confirmands to wrestle 

through scripture and life with each week, the people of CLC patience and resilience….  The list 

goes on.  That said, it’s something even more basic at it’s core that keeps coming to mind for 

me.  God. 

 In a world filled with what seems like a disproportionate amount of uncertainty, tension, 

anger vented out through harsh words and violent actions, and more, it is God’s mercy and 

grace and call to compassion, forgiveness and care of one another that keeps gnawing at me.  Is 

that the place we are turning to amidst the aforementioned realities?  In her September article 

in Living Lutheran, Bishop Eaton brings us back to a focus on an active and present God.  Bishop 

Eaton reminds us of the time in which Luther lived and all that was going on in his world much 

like our world today.  Then she brings us back to our core in Psalm 46, “God is our refuge and 

strength.  A very present help in trouble.”  It is in moving back to our refuge and strength that 

we can find comfort and hope amidst uncertainty.   It is in this core that we find the very skills 

and actions we need to move through this difficult time.  In that core, in God through Jesus 

Christ, there is much to be thankful for in this uncertain season.  Blessings as you read her article 

on the next page. 

 
Continuing the journey of faith with you, 

Pastor Scott    
  
 



UNCERTAIN TIMES 

 
Between 1527 and 1529, Martin Luther wrote and composed his famous 

hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” He based the text of this hymn on 

Psalm 46: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble” (verse 1). 

Luther knew about trouble. He had been excommunicated by the church and 

declared an outlaw by the emperor. The bubonic plague had returned to 

Wittenberg, Germany. His 7-month-old daughter, Elisabeth, had died. 

Western Europe was under attack by the Ottoman Empire. Civil unrest 

resulted in the Peasants War, which was brutally crushed by the nobility. 

Luther lived in uncertain times. 

It’s unlikely that Luther could see with certainty in 1527 how his work would turn out. The Reformation 

wasn’t a glorious march of unbroken progress. It was messy. The “Reformers” argued with each other. It 

was violent. It had its share of hateful and divisive rhetoric. Anathemas were levied by all sides against 

each other. Even at the end of his life, Luther wondered if he had been right, if he had been faithful to the 

word. 

If it wasn’t apparent to Luther and others what was happening, it was clear that something was happening. 

The world was changing. Political and religious turmoil wasn’t going on in a vacuum. This was a time of 

new technology—the printing press—and scientific discovery—Copernicus kicking Earth out of the 

center of the solar system (Luther wasn’t impressed). What new world was emerging? What new thing 

was God calling into being? How was the Spirit calling and shaping the church to be a clear witness? 

Five hundred years later we find ourselves in uncertain times. We are in the middle of a pandemic. We 

have been sheltering in place for months. Thousands have been newly awakened to racial inequity in our 

society and are marching for change. Education has been disrupted. Worship has taken on new forms. Our 

homes have become our offices and classrooms. The world is changing and the rate of change in the past 

five months is unprecedented. 

Ours is also a time of new technology and scientific discovery. We are wired and plugged in. 

Communication is instantaneous. Our cellphones can be used to keep us connected and informed. They 

can also be used to divide and deceive. 

Something new is emerging. The world is changing. We will not be able to return to the world of the pre-

COVID days. Change brings loss. Loss brings grief. Yes, we believe in the Resurrection, that God brings 

life out of death, something new out of the old. But it can be painful, especially when we’re in the middle 

of it and can’t see clearly how it will all turn out. 

Psalm 46 captures the turmoil of Luther’s day and of ours: “The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms 

totter” (6). It describes a changing earth, shaking mountains and roaring waters. 

But Psalm 46 is also a song of faith—God’s and ours. God is faithful to God’s promises and to God’s 

people. God is a mighty fortress who fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. Luther ends the hymn 

by declaring: “Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched away, 

they cannot win the day. The kingdom’s ours forever!” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 504). 

I believe we are on the brink of this new thing that God is bringing about. We don’t need to see how it will 

all unfold. We just need to be ready and willing to answer God’s call and be shaped by the Spirit. Secure 

in God who is our refuge and strength, we can be bold in our witness. God is activating each of us to 

invite more people into the way of Jesus—the way of grace and mercy, the way of justice and peace, the 

way of life. - Bishop Eaton 

 

 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/09/reformation-500-50-reformation-hymns/
https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8025
https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/covid-19/
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Dear Ones,  

In this month that we celebrate 
Thanksgiving, I give thanks for 
you. May God’s Spirit continue 
to lead and guide us in these 
times.  

This last week my mom called to 
tell me that they would not be hosting a big family 
celebration for Thanksgiving this year because of 
COVID-19. I already knew that we wouldn’t be 
able to have the raucous, crowded party that we 
have had in the past (and will have in the future), 
but it still is hard when the decision is voiced. 
Unfortunately, we are still in COVID-19 times. And 
because of this, I want to emphasize a few things 
for all of you.  

In the last few weeks, I have been asked when the 
synod would have new, updated guidelines. As 
the guidelines were a few months old, I thought I 
should review and give new guidelines for where 
we are now. However, as I started working on 
updated guidelines, I realized pretty quickly that 
old guidelines are today’s guidelines … because 
we are still in COVID -19 times. Therefore, the 
updated recommendations sound remarkably like 
the old recommendations. The NWWA Synod 
continues to encourage care and thoughtful 
preparation for your community. A carefilled 
response is much more than unlocking the church 
doors and inviting all to come. Please keep in 
mind the Washington State guidelines and CDC 
guidelines and the population of your 
congregation. While we are all in different phases, 
depending on your county, here are some 
guidelines that we all should keep in mind.  

1. Please continue to avoid large gatherings, 
maintain physical distance when with others, 
use face coverings, and regularly wash hands 
and surfaces.  

2.  To maintain ultimate safety, the NWWA 
Synod continues to recommend that 
congregations and ministry sites continue to 
utilize corporate worship on an online or 
digital platform until February 2021 – and 
further into 2021 depending on the availability 
of vaccines or other positive markers.  

3. If there is an in-person worship experience, please 
consider meeting outside while masked and 
physical distanced and following the protocols for 
a corporate gathering. While this is not completely 
safe, this is the next safest option to meeting 
online.   

4. If there is an in-person worship experience 
indoors, please understand that there is high-risk 
involved, and care must be taken for the safety of 
all. Please consider this carefully and thoroughly 
before implementing. Please see the synod 
website for further guidance.   

5. If you are going to meet in-person, small 
gatherings are the safest option. Below are some 
ideas that are meant to meet spiritual, emotional, 
and physical needs as we continue to navigate this 
pandemic. (These ideas are meant to be a 
supplement to online worship and are only to be 
implemented after careful reflection and 
planning).  

• Small group Bible studies  

• One-on-one pastoral care conversations  

• Bringing a meal or a card to a homebound person  

• Participating in a food drive  

• Having a “bring your own food” potluck gathering 
in a backyard.   

• Sitting around a bonfire listening to a guitar • Book 
Study   

• I’m sure you all have many others.  

If you have ideas in your congregation or ministry site 
on how to meet the spiritual, emotional and physical 
needs of people during this time, please share with 
others so we may safely and meaningfully meet with 
one another during this time. We would be happy to 
post these ideas on our website. As we enter into 
winter, it is easy to let our guards down. We long to be 
together. We miss each other. And we are tired. I get 
it. I’m with you. I want nothing more than to be able 
to be with you in-person. But as we love God and 
neighbor, let us continue to be church in the world. 
Let us thoughtfully and prayerfully prepare. And let us 
continue to be Holy Community. And remember, dear 
Beloveds, we are still gathered and we are still sent – 
to live into the love of Jesus with all we meet.  

Grace & Peace, Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

The Bishop’s Article from the Nov 2020 edition of The Spirit 



Addressing our Anxiety, Fear, Depression, 
Loneliness...in 2020  

Zoom Series with Pastor Paul Shoup  

 
2020 has amped up a lot of emotions and realities that were 
already difficult in people's lives before the pandemic.  Since the 
pandemic, these realities have increased in some people and just 
started to creep in for other people.  
 

Paul Shoup, CLC member and retired Pastor and Counselor with Lutheran Counseling Network will help lead 
us through discussions around mental health issues like anxiety, fear, depression, loneliness, grief and other 
important emotions and realities that people are experiencing at new levels during this past year.  Please 
join us and learn more about these important topics for yourself or for being present for your loved ones 
that may be experiencing one or several of these challenging areas in our world today.   
 
These sessions will begin via zoom at the conclusion of our Dialogues on Race conversations.  ANTICIPATED 
start date is December 2 at 6:30 PM.  Please contact Stephanie in the office to let her know you are 
interested and you will be added to the email list sent out with the zoom invitation.  Reach the office 
at camanoclc@wavecable.com 

Photo: Noor A Alam   

Dialogues on Race  
Zoom Series 

With Pastor Laurin Vance 

 
 This series continues in November  

Wednesday Dates  6:30pm 

11/04/20, 11/11/20 

Contact office for Zoom link:  
camanoclc@wavecable.com 

Zoom Meetings in November  
  

 Coffee Hour Zoom 
 
November zoom gathering will be on TUESDAY, November 24 at 
6pm.  Note the different day of the week, not our regular Monday 
time.  You will receive the zoom invitation via the all church email.  We 
will have a brief meditation on Thanksgiving and have time with those 
gathered to share what you are thankful for this year at this time. The 
question is, "What are you thankful for this year and/or who are you 
especially thankful for this year?"  

mailto:camanoclc@wavecable.com


Church Announcements  
Confirmation Continues via zoom each Wednesday in November at 5:30 via zoom. 

 

Preschool classes will begin on Monday, November 2 from 9-12.  They will meet and 

stay in the child care building space following all the guidelines from the state.  There are 
14 kids that are currently enrolled.  This is an effort to try and help out the kids and 
parents of our community, while being as safe as possible for them and the community 
of faith at CLC. 
 

Child care continues to be closed as there are many more licensing restrictions tied to 

Covid guidelines and staffing guidelines with a state program.  We have been working 
closely with the state and information has often been confusing and conflicting at times.  Being without a 
director at this time also adds some extra challenges with being able to open and help out the 
community.  The council continues to work with the state on childcare on understanding all the pieces 
that are needed and if it is feasible for the CLC Childcare to open and when. 
 

Advent Devotionals 

This year we will have daily Advent Devotionals written by members of the CLC 
community. 

The deadline for these to be turned in will be Monday November 16 and they will 
be available in the blue bin by the Pioneer Hall door by November 29 and sent out 
via the all church email. 
 

Council continues to go through the recent survey calls and is monitoring the local 
situation and CDC and state guidelines regarding the coronavirus and our worship 
schedule.  Information on changes in what we are doing will be announced via the 
all church email, Drive-In worship, CLC facebook page and the website. 

Drive-In Worship continues  

in November unless you hear otherwise and online services will 
continue on into the future.  Please note that we will always do online 
services going forward, so that will always be an option for worship. 
 

LARGE ADVENT WREATH OUT IN FRONT OF THE CHURCH THIS DECEMBER 

You will be noticing a life size Advent Wreath in front of the church this year as a fun gift for the 
community and those that drive by.  It reminds us of our movement toward the celebration of Christ's 
birth.  The candles and wreath were built by member Fred Trolio at Pastor Scott's request.  We can't 
thank him enough for his time and talents put into this project. 

HOW CAN YOU HELP?  

It will be up by the first Sunday in Advent, November 29.  We need bows to go 
around the base to look like a wreath base.  You can start dropping off bows from 
your yard (Downed tree branches, Holy bush limbs, etc...)  on Saturday, November 
28.  Please lay them over by the church sign if the wreath is not up yet and if it is up, 
add it to the bows already present on the wreath.  We will get those branches 
anchored down after we receive them.  Thanks for your help. 

 

 



Congratulations!  

Zoe Lonsinger 

Officially  
Confirmed in 2020 

Zoe helping Vacation Bible School 2019 Zoe Confirmation  2020 

Zoe Christmas Program  2019 Zoe Sunday Worship  April  2019 Zoe Valentine Youth Dinner Feb  2020 



Letter To Camano Lutheran Church  



 

  

P...PI...PIE...PIES...P...PI...PIE...PIES...P...PI...PIE...PIES...P...PI...PIE...PIES  

Pumpkin Pie Baking Time….  

 

Baking pumpkin pies for the Thanksgiving baskets distributed at the Stanwood-Camano Food

-bank will look a little different this year! Several options to choose from:  

1) make a monetary donation specifically towards purchasing pies — please REGISTER  

2) REGISTER to bake at the church on one of the following Saturdays. In order to follow 

social distancing guidelines we will only have 4 people maximum baking at any one time in 

the church kitchen & masks MUST BE WORN.  

You MUST pre-register for a 3 hour shift on any of the following days:  

Saturday, November 7 — shifts: 9-12 or 12-3 OR 9-3  

QUESTIONS or to REGISTER: Call, text or email Susann E. Hendrickson 425-330-3702 

suehenclc@gmail.com  

In order to assist with planning purposes, if baking at home we ask that you please register 

with a realistic amount of pies you believe you’d be able to bake. If donating funds to 

purchase pies, we ask that you please do the same.  

 

*** reference — in the past, at the church we bake 120-140 pies a day & have donated 800 

pies over a 5 week timeframe. Pies will be delivered to the foodbank for freezing prior to 

distribution the week of November 15, 2020  
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Stanwood Camano Foodbank  Event 
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Monthly Devotional from Lutheran Counseling 
Network 

 

 

November 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you 

a future with hope. (Jeremiah 28:11) 

 

 In this verse, Jeremiah reassures the people of Israel, who are in captivity in Babylon, that God has a 

plan for them. But if we read the verse out of context, we can miss the real point of it. Earlier in this 

chapter, the false prophet Hananiah gives the Israelites the fake promise that God will free them from 

captivity in Babylon after just two years. 

 Jeremiah assures the Israelites that God has good things in mind for them, but in a different way 

than they expect. It’s not all about going home, about being delivered from adversity, says God. Instead, 

God directs the Israelites to “seek the peace and the prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into 

exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” (29:7) 

 God eventually delivers the Israelites from captivity. But not for another generation. God’s plan is for 

this generation to stay put and help prosper the nation that holds them captive. Instead of removing them 

from their suffering, God promises to be with them in their adversity, and to help them transform it, for the 

good of all. 

 It’s this way for us as well. We may wish God would free us from suffering. Instead, God promises to 

be with us in our suffering, giving us a future with hope, and providing us the tools we need to create 

change, not just for ourselves, but for our children, our neighborhoods, our communities, our world. 

 

Written by a staff member of  

Lutheran Counseling Network  

General Contact Phone Numbers 
 

• Bellingham — 360-715-2166 
• Bothell / Issaquah / Sammamish — 425-455 2960 
• Des Moines /Enumclaw / Federal Way — 253-839-1697 
• Everett / Marysville / Mill Creek — 425-258-2955 
• Kent / Renton / SeaTac — 425-271-9711 
• Seattle / Shoreline — 206-364-1046 
 
Website— www.lutherancounseling.net 
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BENEVOLENCE  OF  THE  MONTH  FOR  NOVEMBER 
 

COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER 

OF STANWOOD/CAMANO  

 

 

The following is an update of what has been happening at the Community Resource Center of 
Stanwood Camano.  It was submitted by Joanna Dobbs, Executive Director. 

 

Since March of 2020 the Community Resource Center (CRC) has been busier than ever. For many 
businesses and organizations COVID closed doors and ended programs, but for CRC that wasn’t the 
case. During the beginning of the shutdown we launched our new Homeless Outreach program. We 
recognized that during a public health crisis it was crucial that all of our community members had 
access to clean water and ways to address hygiene. Our typical partners for access to showers and 
other facilities were closed, but that didn’t stop the need in our community. Our staff masked up 
and started delivering solar showers, gallons of water as well as propane and fuel for generators. 
When we started this effort we weren’t sure how long it would last, but this program still continues 
in November 2020. We have built strong and safe relationships with individuals and families that 
wouldn’t have accessed our services otherwise and have been able to connect many who needed 
medical professionals, housing programs and even ensure they received their CARES relief funds.  

CRC has also been distributing CARES Act funds for Island County, the City of Stanwood and 
Snohomish County since July 2020. This required us to hire an additional staff person to manage the 
flow of community members in need. These programs end at the close of 2020 and will have 
provided $223,000 of direct assistance for mortgages, rental assistance, child care, transportation, 
medical bills and so much more – all to ensure that our community members can stay stably housed 
and to prevent further upset in an already uncertain time. This year, we have seen so many families 
trying to juggle the demands of working from home, while providing educational support to their 
children’s online learning and many more that have been devastated by a loss of employment. 
However, we know that just because the CARES Act funding ends, that doesn’t mean the 
community needs go away. Many of our families will still be struggling to survive and keep a roof 
over their head in the new year. We have been lucky to receive some financial support from caring 
community members and from area COVID response efforts, but unless more government programs 
arise to address the financial instability in our community we know that families will be facing 
severe hardships in the new year.  

Other things to note: 

Teen services almost exclusively virtual – more information about our teen events and our SCYP 
(Stanwood Camano Youth Partnership) partner events: www.scypteens.org 

Janet St. Clair 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.scypteens.org&source=gmail-imap&ust=1603852432000000&usg=AOvVaw3dwPt8nV0C-B4cArP6iEqu
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Help raise $30,000 for the community of Stanwood Camano. 

 

 

The Community Resource Center is hosting an event to educate our community about the 
services we provide and our foundational Family Support Principles. We will highlight voices and 
stories from community members impacted by the Community Resource Center. We will also 
have a keynote speaker discussing social and racial equity and its impact on individuals and 
community outcomes. Our keynote speaker will be providing a deeper dive on the discussion of 
racial equity with a series that will follow our event in the winter of 2020. 

 

See Website for Details:  crc-sc.org  

Date & Time 
Sat, Nov 07, 202010:00 am – 11:30 am PST  
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Gary & Mary Westerman ____Nov 5   

Tom & Sharon Gresli ________Nov 8 

Dave & Diane Weir _________Nov 20 

Stephen & Susann Hendrickson_ Nov 20 

Dale & Marcie Tepley ______ Nov 23 

Steve & Amy Lonsinger_____ Nov23 

Alan & Connie Hall ________ Nov 27 

  

If we missed your birthday or 
anniversary  please call the church 
office so we can celebrate with you.  

Anniversaries  

Healing for: John Hamilin, Mark Loper, Phil Rifner, Pam Larson, Linda Johnson, Pastor Don AuClair, Brittany Scott, Nikki 

Belk, Leif Larson, Allison Vogue, Helen Micucci, Inez Hushagen, The Cohn Family - Evelyn, Scott,  Ava & Brayen Cohn, 

Glenna Timmerman, Janet Weckerly, Sandy Peterson, Miriam Clark,  Elsie Jo Hendrickson, Judy Andersen, Jim Powers, 

Sandy Cowden, Cindy Hogman, Sophie Jackson, Tom Moore, Leih Rutledge, Brad McDonald, Ginny Esslinger, Nancy 

Johnson, Wilma Barrett, Wayne Wegner, Jim Olsen, Jan Karr, Maranda Hansen, Bill Holz, Andy Hamilton, Curtis 

Peterson, Antivius Rush, Bill Vance, Joshua Tinker, Davie Kelly, Andrew Adams, Eric McDonnell, Joy L Edwards, Diane 

Hilmo, Trisha Bourdeau, Geoff Taylor, Jessica, Jeanne, Barrett, Frances Viscoti, Dan Harris, Karin Cockett, Landry Hall 

(great grandson of Loretta Nelson), Sean Brough, Ken Bailey, Madison Paganini, Jeanette Jewell & Sister Terri,                     

Stacy Pinorini, Tammy Davis, Bonnie Thomas, Jan Churchhill, Steve Schmitz,  

Comfort for: Family of   Mandie Deeter,  Ethel Thompson,  Jeremy Kofoed  

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce  

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:  

Dan Porter, Tyler Munson, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F Guerrero, John VF Guerrero, 

Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Olivia Shoup, Kyle Osburn, Nathaniel Powers,  

Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church 

office of any errors, omissions, or changes.  Thank you. 

Prayers Needed 

Birthdays 
Dave Buotte__________ Nov 03 
Travis Vogue__________ Nov 03 
Karen Camp __________ Nov 05 
Tina Dinzl-Pederson ____ Nov 07 
Caitlin Kinnunen _______ Nov 08 
Ruth Hintz ____________ Nov 16 
John Leque ___________ Nov 17 
Don Schlagel __________ Nov 18 
Todd Score ___________ Nov 18 
Caroline Rawls ________ Nov 19 
Morgan Score _________ Nov 20 

Alice Paul ____________ Nov 21 
Ryan Bueschke________ Nov 22 
Rona Olson ___________ Nov 22 
Erin Evans ____________ Nov 24 
Marilyn Smith _________ Nov 24 
SaraLyn Larsen ________ Nov 24 
Eric Lauer ____________ Nov 25 
Joan Vogue __________  Nov 28 
Nancy Lacher _________ Nov 30 
Susann Hendrickson ___  Nov 30 
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Sunday Lessons  

 
Nov 1st: All Saints Sunday  

   

• Revelation 7:9-17  
• Psalm 34:1-10, 22  

• 1 John 3:1-3  
• Matthew  5:1-12  

 
 

Nov 8th: 23rd Sunday after Pentecost  
 

• Amos 5:18-24  
• Psalm  70 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  
• Matthew 25:1-13  

 
 

Nov 15th: 24th Sunday after Pentecost  
 

• Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
• Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12  
• 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  

• Matthew 25:14-30  
 
 

Nov 22nd: 25st Sunday after Pentecost  
 

• Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24  
• Psalm  95:1-7a  

• Ephesians 1:15-23  
• Matthew  25:31-46  

 

Nov 29th: 1st Sunday of Advent  
 

• Isaiah 64:1-9  
• Psalm  80:1-7, 17-19  
• 1 Corinthians 1:3-9  

• Mark 13:24-37  
 
 
 

 

 

Scripture Lessons for  

November 2020 


