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I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard someone say, “We need to get back to the bible” or 

“We need to get back to how it was in the Bible.”  Well, “which part” I might ask.  Be careful 

what you wish for because you might just get it.  You see, I’ve been thinking a lot about some 

biblical stories lately.  Here’s a few of them. 

 Noah was on the ark and it rained forty days and forty nights.  We often remember that 

part and those numbers in this familiar scene but forget the rest of the story.  Noah and his 

family were on the ark for over 360 days (Genesis 7-8).  The Israelite’s were slaves in Egypt for 

400 years.  Then in their beginning of freedom they were in the wilderness for 40 years.  Later, 

they were in exile in Babylon for 70 years.  Then there’s Jesus 40 days in the wilderness being 

tempted by the devil.  Then Jesus spent three years being constantly hounded by the religious 

authorities and ridiculed and was eventually crucified on a tree.  Then, we find the disciples 

locked in their room for many days.  Then, we do 40 days of Lent and some folks complain “The 

music isn’t very uplifting.”  Oh wait, that Lent one is not in the Bible and yet it is one of our 

important rituals gleaned from the scriptures.  So, let me ask, which part of the Bible did you 

want to get back to?  Pause….thinking…Oh, none of those parts of the Bible.  lol  

No matter what their “number,” each of those stories represent “a long time.”  What is 

interesting about those stories is that they shaped who they were as a people.  It certainly was 

not an easy and pain free period in any of these stories, but it literally shaped who they were.  In 

several of the stories it appears that the longer they focused on what they 

didn’t have, wanting to go back to the past and complaining in the present, 

the more difficult things became and it took longer for them to be able to 

move forward in a direction that would bring them new life.  It was when they 

began to pause and look to and listen for God’s voice and direction that hope 

began to become a reality and new life began to take shape in God’s care.   
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 Now, I am guessing there aren’t many people that want to go 

through the deep difficulties these Biblical characters went through in order 

to get to a new reality.  However, as we are discovering all to well and in a 

real way, we do not always have “control” over that part.  A piece we do have 

some “control” over is how we respond and act or not act in times such as 

these.  As we find ourselves in our own “a long time” period, what are we doing with it?  Is our 

primary focus on what we don’t have?  Are we simply yearning for the past, the way it was, and 

we want it back?  Are we letting our anxiety and fears turn us into word shouters or as James says 

it, “The tongue is a fire.  The tongue is an unrighteous world among our members, staining the 

whole body, setting on fire the cycle of nature, and set on fire by hell.”  Put bluntly, is most of the 

commentary that comes out of our mouth simply complaining, shouting at others, putting people 

down or in some way shaming a whole group of people?  Certainly, we will all have these 

moments, but do these moments equate to the majority or minority of our heart, mind and 

mouths activity? 

 Perhaps we have a lot to learn from these stories that probably ARE NOT the stories 

people mean when they say, “We need to get back to the way it was in the Bible.”  However, they 

have so much to teach us.  We are on an extended sabbath time.  It is a good time for us to pause 

and rest.  It’s a good time to pause and listen for God to speak or look to see God's actions around 

us and be aware of what God is doing in this here and now as difficult as it is.  What is God doing?  

What is God calling us to?  What does the good news of the gospel look like right now and in the 

future?  What are my fears?  What are my hopes?  What am I trying to hold onto?  What is 

hardest for me to let go of?  How has God been present with me in the past amidst change?  How 

did God lead me in uncertain times to new places I never imagined before or even thought 

possible?  

 God lead the people in these biblical stories through these periods of hardship and 

brought them to new life.  Even Jesus on the cross.  It wasn’t necessarily life as it was before, but 

one in which things were transformed in ways they never imagined but gave them life once again.  

God is with us too, right now in our waiting.  If we pause long enough to look and listen, we will 

see and hear God’s presence.  And God will be with us to lead us into the new future whatever 

that is going to look like, and we can know God loves us in that space and time as well.  

 

 

Continuing the journey of faith with you, 

Pastor Scott 
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A Reminder  

 

+You can always check the website or CLC facebook page for pertinent 

updates or sign up for the all church email if you are not already on the list. 

+The best way to reach the church office is to send emails directly to 

camanoclc@wavecable.com and Stephanie will see those emails and respond accordingly. 

+You can email Pastor Scott directly at psbclc2020@gmail.com or call his home phone in the 

directory 

+Worship.  Sunday Worship videos and Zoe’s preludes are found on the church website 

camanolutheranchurch.org by clicking on Sermons on Line or you can find a link on the CLC 

Facebook page. 

+You are invited to join Pastor Scott on Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday for Prayers with 

Pastor Scott.  These is a short devotion and prayer that you can watch live or watch it later on at 

your convenience.  Email prayer requests for him to add to the prayers at psbclc2020@gmail.com   

+Zoom Coffee Hours are Monday Night at 6pm.  An email will be sent on the all church email with 

a link that you click on that should lead you to the Zoom meeting.  This is a time for check in with 

other people from CLC.  You may need to download zoom onto your computer or phone if your 

browser does not support the audio portion of Zoom.  Your device will let you know that one way 

or another.   

+Confirmation zoom gathering are Wednesday nights at 6pm throughout May.  A link will be 

emailed to you on the Tuesday before. 

 

+Offering.  Two ways to give your offering.  By mail or on the website camanolutheranchurch.org 

by clicking on the donate button.  If it doesn’t work, wait and try again latter.  Sometimes it 

glitches in allowing you to put the information in.  Thank you so much for your continued support   

+The CLC council continues to monitor and follow the guidelines for reopening by the state and 

as things change that will be communicated to the congregation.  The physical building and 

offices continue to be closed at this time.  

+Keep connected.  Please continue to keep checking in with one another in whatever way that 

works best for you.   
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Announcements  

 

 

The Camano Lutheran Church kitchen 

is being used once a week to cook 

meals for frontline workers. 

 

 

 

 The Food Bank is looking for Volunteers to help 

with packing of meals for kids and other needs.  

If you are interested and are not in the category 

considered "vulnerable' please contact the 

Stanwood/Camano food bank for further 

information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So what ways are you helping out in the community as you are able during this time of quarantine?  

Are you making masks?  Helping at the food bank? sending cards?  Making calls?  Praying for 

people?  We'd love to be able to share your story in the next Dove, so please let us know what you 

are doing and email Stephanie at camanoclc@wavecable.com   

 
Samplings with Luther via Zoom will hold off until restaurants open or it's warm enough for us to 

sit outside says the SwL master leader Phil Rifner.  The May 4th Sunday announcements said it was 

happening, but it will be held off for now. Sorry for the confusion. 

 Dove Submissions needed from you  



 

Sharing Christ’s Love, Growing in Faith, Serving Neighbor Near and Far  7 

 

The Bishop’s Article from the May 2020 edition of The Spirit 
 

Last night I had a dream. It was a strange dream. I dreamed that an older man was 

crying because his wife had died. Out of concern and love, I hugged him. And then I 

stepped back appalled that I had touched him. And then suddenly I was in a text 

study group with several other pastors (you know how dreams go…) and they were 

angry with me for touching this man and getting too close to them … and then I woke 

up. And, as is often the case, it was 3 AM and I lay in bed thinking about this strange 

world we are in where hugging is a nightmare and waking up and finding oneself 

alone is a relief.  

 

First, let me say to you all, I hope you are doing ok. And if you are not, please reach out to your 

pastor, your deacon, your family, your friends, your congregation, this synod. We are Church 

Together – even, especially, in this time. Please know that even as we continue physical distancing, 

we are still in community. We are still Holy Community. We are still the Body of Christ in this world.  

 

One way that the synod would like to demonstrate how we are Church Together is offering some 

relief to congregations for salaries. With this in mind, the synod has begun the NWWA Synod COVID-

19 Relief Fund for congregations and ministry sites. The monies for this fund come from an 

anonymous supporter with matching funds from the synod. At the moment, we have approximately 

$41,000 in this account. Our hope is that this fund will work in two ways:  

 

1. To distribute funds to those who need financial help towards salaries (particularly our most 

vulnerable ministries.)  

 

2. Provide opportunity for those who are seeking a way to support others (financially stable 

congregations and individuals could make a donation to this fund to help support others who are in 

need). You can do this by donating online here: www.lutheransnw.org/donate. Please specify “Leader 

Support.” You may also send check made out to the NWWA Synod with “NWWA Synod Leader 

Support” in memo line and mail it to the Region One Office: Region 1 ELCA, PO Box 94432, Seattle, 

WA 98124-6732  

 

If you would like more information the NWWA Synod COVID-19 Relief Fund, find the letter and 

application on our synod website here: www.lutheransnw.org/covid-relief-fund.  
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In this last month, I have been amazed and in awe of the many ways congregations 

in this synod have continued community with one another and in the world. As I 

have participated in worship services, call committee meetings, Bible studies, 

informational meetings, book studies, and more, I am so thankful for each one of 

you. Yes, this is hard. Yes, we don’t know the end. And yet, through Christ, we are in 

this together. We are Holy Community. We are Church Together.  

While I cannot be present with you bodily for now, know that you are in my daily 

prayers, my heart, my thoughts. And even in these times when we are unable to exchange the 

peace of Christ by shaking hands or even hugging, know that the peace of Christ is with you. Today 

and always.  

 

In Resurrection Hope and Joy,  

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  

 

  

Did you hear? Our Synod Assembly has been canceled.  

Learn more about other events that have been postponed/rescheduled here: 

www.lutheransnw.org/weekly-update  

 

Keep up to date by signing up for the weekly update email here: www.lutheransnw.org/SIgn-Up-for 

Email  
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Highlights & Happenings at Council Meetings in April 2020 

Council meetings are 3rd Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm and are currently being held via Zoom 
teleconferencing. Additional council meetings are held via Zoom when necessary. 

• Pastor Scott Brents shared how he has been checking in with congregation members during this 
time of quarantine. People are faring well but are ready for life to get back to normal. Pastor 
continues to hold Monday/Wednesday/Thursday Facebook Live prayers at 9:30am.  

• Financial Review: Treasurer Jaye Cory presented the budget report for March 2020  

Income Offering: $17,909.28 

Total Income:       $22,218.02 

Expenses:              $27,039.76 

• Ministry Team Reports:  

     Fellowship: All events are currently on hold due to Stay at Home/Stay Safe order. It is  

     uncertain when events will start up again. Bob Henderson is hoping to start up in the fall.  

     Care Ministry Team: The Ministry Team will be making phone calls to congregation members  

     to touch base and see how folks are doing. Many church members are taking the time to call  

     each other, send cards, or texts. 

     Childcare: Childcare Director Janet Stern and staff are ready to start up in the summer if  

     possible. They may also participate in additional education training. 

 

Other Business:  

• Camano Lutheran Church has applied for a Federal PPP (Paycheck Protection Program loan).  
This loan can be used for payroll costs, mortgage interest, and utilities payments over the 8 
weeks after getting the loan. A loan forgiveness can be given if proper documentation is provid-
ed such as: verification of full-time employees and pay rates, as well as payments on eligible 
mortgage, lease, and utility obligations. No collateral is required, as well as no personal guaran-
tee requirements. CLC would only have to pay interest on the loan, at .05% 

• Courtney Bourasaw (local caterer) contacted Camano Lutheran to ask if she could use the 
church kitchen to prepare meals for frontline workers. Church council approved a motion to al-
low her to use the kitchen. If she is performing the work and providing meals at no charge, 
there will be no charge for the kitchen use.  

• Reopening Camano Lutheran Church will be determined by the Governor’s mandate for the 
state. Council continues to discuss how and what that would look like when given the go ahead. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lisa Hayes 

CLC Council Secretary 



from Josephine Caring Community April 22, 2020 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…Prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ 
will bring you when he is revealed.” Peter 1:13 

 

As I read Peter’s first letter, a playful image came: Jesus shoving some big, solid grace out as he 
shows up, and all my hope sprinkled on top of what Jesus has brought me.  (See above – I’m not a 
good artist and I mean no disrespect by having Jesus remain a stick figure.) 
 

It is silly and graphic and a way of taking God’s Word seriously. 
 

Taking the Word of God seriously is a source of strength and stability in these chaotic times.  As 
“Peter” exhorted the leaders of the early church, “love one another deeply from the heart.  You have 
been born anew…”. 
 

Deep love from the heart abounds here at Josephine: 

the echoes of a toddler’s delight ringing down the entry hall…  

the quiet murmurs of a grieving son by a father’s deathbed…  

the disoriented resident kindly invited yet again to return to their room…  

Your prayers are felt and appreciated, friends; we hold you in ours.  It helps us to walk the heart-
breaking privilege of ministry in this time.  I look forward to being able to gather with you, born 
anew to praise and worship God. 
 

May the risen Christ shove lots of grace your way as this odd season of social distancing  
 

Easter blessings to you, 

Helen McPeak 

Director of Spiritual Care, Josephine Caring Community 
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12th -  Ivan and Darlene Miller  

22.nd - John Amell and Janet St. Clair 

1st - Frances Schlagel  

1st - Grace Dorsey 

2nd - Maci Larsen 

4th - Diane Weir 7. David Mark 

11th - Daniel Bauermeister 

13th - Michelle Morgan 

13th - RuthAnn Gilbertson 

14th - Steve Baker 

14th - Mary Westerman 

14th - Sharon Gresli 

14th - Kevin Teichgrab 

17th - Merritt Baker 

18th - John Floyd  

19th - Max Reep 

20th - Allison Vogue 

20th - Cody Osburn 

20th - Kimberly Swan 

20th - Audrey Pepin 

22th - Judy Anderson 

22th - Chuck Morgan 

23th - Ed Crow 

26th - Gary Mickelson  

If we missed your birthday or anniversary  
please call the church office so we can 
celebrate with you.  

May Birthdays 

Anniversaries  

Prayers 
Needed 

Healing for:  Monte Stein, Aaron Kuutz, Marion Erickson, Allison Vogue, Helen Micucci, Irma Yee, Inez Hushagen, 

Donna Crow, The Cohn Family - Evelyn, Scott, Ava & Brayen Cohn, Glenna Timmerman, Janet Weckerly, Cookie Frey, 

Sandy Peterson, Miriam Clark, Elsie Jo Hendrickson, Judy Andersen, Jim Powers, Sandy Cowden,  Cindy Hogman, 

Sophie Jackson, Tom Moore, Leih Rutledge,  Brad McDonald, Ginny Esslinger,  Nancy Johnson, Wilma Barrett, Wayne 

Wegner, Jim Olsen, Jan Karr, Maranda  Hansen, Bill Holz, Andy Hamilton, Curtis Peterson, Antivius Rush,  Bill Vance, 

Joshua Tinker, Davie Kelly, Andrew Adams, Eric McDonnell,  Joy L  Edwards, Diane Hilmo,  Trisha Bourdeau, Geoff 

Taylor, Jessica, Jeanne, Barrett, Frances Viscoti, Dan Harris, Karin Cockett, Landry Hall (great grandson of Loretta  

Nelson), Sean Brough, Ken Bailey, Madison Paganini, Jeanette Jewell & Sister Terri,  Stacy Pinorini, Tammy Davis, 

Bonnie Thomas, Jan Churchhill, Steve Schmitz,  

Comfort for: Family of  Jane Costello, Jon Staffenhagen, Mark Lazar, Irlene Wagner.   

Guidance for: Port Towns Church Planting: Danny & Aubrey Edwards-Luce    

Military persons associated with Camano Lutheran or Specific Request:   

Antonio Berocco, Dan Porter, Tyler Munson, Scott Johnston, Derek Hinde, Brian Cummings, Robert F 

Guerrero, John VF Guerrero, Michael SF Guerrero, Isaac Teichgrab, Olivia Shoup, Kyle Osburn, Nathaniel 

Powers,   

Please help us keep the prayer list up to date by notifying the church 

office of any errors, omissions, or changes.  Thank you. 
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Sunday Lessons  
 

May 3rd: Fourth Sunday of Easter   
   

• Acts 2:42-47  

• Psalm 23  

• 1 Peter 2:19-25  

• John 10:1-10  

 
May 10th: Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

• Acts 7:55-60  

• Psalm  31:1-5, 15-16  

• 1 Peter 2:2-10  

• John 14:1-14  

 
May 17th: Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

• Acts 17:22-31  

• Psalm 66:8-20  

• 1 Peter 3:13-22  

• John 14:15-21 

 
May 24th: Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

• Acts 1:6-14  

• Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35  

• 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  

• John 17:1-11  

 

May 31st: Day of Pentecost 
 

• Acts 2:1-21  

• Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  

• 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  

• John 20:19-23  

Scripture Lessons for  

May 2020 
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A Big Thank You! 

To all the Camano Lutheran grounds keeping 
crew still hard at work.  


