
To the community of faith at Camano Lutheran Church, 

 

 Since March, our time apart for in person worship, fellowship and various other in person 

ministries has been severely curtailed.  We probably can all agree that we’d much rather be 

able to worship and see others face to face and are looking forward with cautiously 

optimistic curiosity to see what that looks like when the time comes.    

We are thankful that God’s Word has continued to be shared through online worship, 

weekday prayers, devotions on facebook live and through the thoughtful actions of our care 

team and members who continue to reach out in order to connect through Monday night 

zoom coffee hour, handwritten cards, calls, emails and texts.  Although church buildings 

nationwide have temporarily closed, God’s people have sought ways to effectively move 

outside the walls of the building and show that God’s Church certainly did not close; in fact 

on line worship has attracted people who would not cross the threshold of a building, but are 

attracted to the experience of on-line worship and thoughtful listening in their home.  We are 

thankful for that and pray that their hearts will be stirred and the Spirit will continue to work 

within them.    

The ever-changing realities of Covid-19 and the requirements and phases that go with it 

can change quickly and sometimes seem contradictory.  CLC council continues to do our best 

to anticipate what changes will mean for how we function as a church, as well as stay abreast 

of the changes as they happen.  The Governor’s office has lifted some restrictions on religious 

community gatherings and provided procedures to move from one phase to another.  It is 

our desire to keep the congregation informed, therefore we are putting forth the below 

listed criteria, which has been utilized by council to consider and  help faithfully and carefully 

guide our steps toward reopening for worship and building usage.    

• Guidelines and requirements put out by the federal, state and county governments. 

• Suggested guidelines for reopening by the ELCA, our church body. 

• Understanding the consistent messages of science and data around how the virus is 

spread and what are low risk and high-risk activities.   

• Understanding the makeup of our community of faith.  CLC primarily consists of people 

falling in the “vulnerable” category: being 65 and older and/or with pre-existing health 

conditions.  (Remembering that the gospel and life of Christ continually calls us to care 

for the most vulnerable among us). 

• The risk to staff because of increased exposure & interaction which will equate to 

higher risk for them and their families  

• The desire for the largest capacity of willing people to gather while leaving as few as 

possible that are unable to join the in-building worshiping community. 

• Results of the recent all church survey which assesses the comfort level of members 

returning to in person worship at this time.  
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Below in bold print are  the results of the survey and CLC members comfort level returning to 

in-building worship at this time.  This is the final count just before this letter was sent out on 

June 26, 2020.  116 member letters were sent out with 79 returned by June 24, 2020 

YES Votes-   41 (51%)  Ready to begin in-building worship now. 

NO Votes-   38 (49%)  Not ready at this time. 

NO votes  “What phase would you feel comfortable returning to in building worship?” 

• 22  (78%)   Phase 4 

• 6  (21%)   Phase 3 

• Other Comments.  It is too soon, August, September, October, when there is a 

vaccine. 

If you would like to see a detailed report of the survey, please contact the office and the 

collated version can be sent to you. 360 629-4592 or camanoclc@wavecable.com 

 The church council realizes that not everyone is on the same page and there are varying 

personal thoughts regarding returning to in-building worship at this time.  As a council we have 

thoughtfully considered and prayed about the issues listed below,  all of which are important 

parts that contributed to the decisions that we have made in the past and will continue to make 

moving forward.  

• Concern for doing all we can to insure everyone’s safety in the best possible manner 

• Desire to care for the most vulnerable among us 

• Desire for the most people to gather for worship 

• Being prepared to meet the state requirements mandated for returning to worship 

• Availability of personnel and supplies to meet requirements associated with any form of 

worship 

• Satisfying the criteria listed on the previous page 

Therefore, at our regular June 16, 2020 church council ZOOM meeting, the council has voted 

to begin a drive-in worship service starting July 5th at 10am.  This service will run for the 

month of July as an interim worship experience before in-building worship begins.  At the July 

21st council meeting, the church council will re-evaluate the opportunity for in-building worship 

using current information in all the afore mentioned areas of criteria as well as watching how 

current openings of churches and businesses affect the overall statistics.   

Online Worship services will continue to be available on the church website 

www.camanolutheranchurch.org and on the church’s Facebook page.  Services will continue 

to be posted Sunday morning by 9am.   

We ask for your daily prayer as leadership continues to discern the safest, most caring way to 

move forward in these uncertain times.  Please see the included sheet for what a drive-in 

worship service looks like. 

God’s continued strength and blessings to you during this unprecedented time. 

Your Camano Lutheran Church Council 
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