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I saw the following post on facebook before writing this opening.   
 

Church Online 
NOT CANCELED 

 
Quiet Time With God 

NOT CANCELED 
 

Praying For The Sick 
NOT CANCELED 

 
Checking On A Friend 

NOT CANCELED 
 

Helping Others 
NOT CANCELED 

 
Being The Church 

NOW MORE THAN EVER 
 

 Church has not been canceled during these unprecedented times in our nation’s 

history, it is just different.  We are journeying outside of a building like the Israelites.  Still, it is 

not the same.  It is not what we would like it to be.  Yet we live in a time of technology that 

has allowed us to stay connected in ways not possible 100 plus years ago.  We can have 

worship, classes, coffee hours, check ins and meetings online.  We can pick up the phone and 

call our fellow members.  We can send a note or a card.  We can-do drive-in worship and see 

friendly faces and sing and receive communion.  Nope, not the same.  But it is no less the 

church and no less faithful to God.  We are trusting God is with us outside the familiar confines 

of a building, on a computer, over a telephone, in a card, masks made, food bank distribution 

offered, care kits sent, etc…We have tried to do the best we can in keeping ourselves 

connected knowing it isn’t perfect for everyone, but it’s faithful considering the situation.  We 

hope these daily devotions written by members of CLC will serve as one more connection 

piece and a gift of faith shared by each writer.  It is their gift via the Spirit’s stirring for you this 

Advent season.  Please read each of the texts for the day, then read the devotion shared.  It’s 

tempting to skip the scriptures, but it is the scriptures that guide the devotion.  You may 

notice I did more than one.  It’s not because I think my words are more important than others.  

It’s because life comes as it comes, and some folks were unable to cover their day for various 

reasons.   

Blessed Advent to you, Pastor Scott 
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November 29, 2020, Sunday  First Sunday in Advent 
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-27 

 

The season of Advent begins today.  Advent, meaning “arrival” “coming.”  

During the season of Advent we intentionally focus on the coming of Christ 
in our daily lives and look with hope to the time in which Christ comes 

again bringing justice and peace and restoring the universe in the fulness of 
God’s glory, compassion and love.  Some key themes of the season are 

“waiting”, “preparing”, “repentance”, “hope”, “joy”, “Love”. 
I can still remember asking the kid’s during a children’s message, “What 

would you do if you knew Jesus was coming back tomorrow?”  Jaden said, 
“Go and dig a hole in the backyard and hide.”  Amidst the chuckles carrying 

throughout the worship space, including my own, my heart went out to 
him.  That question brought fear despite all he has heard about God’s love 

in Christ.  But why wouldn’t it bring fear?  When people talk about the end 
of the world as we know it, it’s often accompanied by story after story of 

God’s wrath and the fear of “being left behind.”  Plus, look at our texts for 

today.  In Isaiah we read, “But you were angry, and we sinned; because 
you hid yourself, we transgressed.  We have all become like one who is 

unclean.  And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.” v 5&6  YIKES!  
Psalm 80 uses language of God’s anger with the peoples prayers and “You 

have fed them with the bread of tears.” v5 (I hope you will read all of Psalm 
80 to see the incredible picture painted in words)  Uh oh, it’s not looking 

good.  “Jaden, is there room enough for both of us in your backyard hole in 
the ground?” 

But a full reading of the texts shows that the Psalmist is being honest about 
the people’s sin and so is Isaiah. They are taking responsibility for any 

wrath that may come.  It is their actions or lack there of that bring their 
destruction, not some crazy vengeful distant God.  Three times in psalm 80 

we read, “Restore us O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.”  
And that’s exactly what God intends to do in Christ.  It’s been our gift all 

along.  1 Corinthians reminds us, “you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, 

as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you 
to the end.” 

 
Look not to fear this Advent season but look to God in Christ who has been 

with us from the foundation of the universe. 
Pastor Scott 
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Prayer of the Week  

 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 

waken us to the  threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless 
until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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November 30, 2020, Monday 
Micah 4:1-5, Rev 15:1-8, Ps 79 
 
The important 20th century theologian, Rudolf Bultmann, notably “read Scripture in one hand 
with the newspaper in the other.” Today, I suppose he’d have had an Iphone “in the other”. I 
further suppose the writers of the above cited scriptures also knew their daily history well. All 
stared directly into the tragedies of fallen Jerusalem or an oppressive Roman government, and 
yet, all knew a new day, the Lord’s Day, was coming. In the rubble of their destroyed holy 
place they saw not only broken buildings and no place to worship – in fact, that holy place was 
more than destroyed: it was profaned. That calls for revenge. The Lord was profaned. The Lord 
will exact revenge. And, it’s coming; just you wait! 
 
But, God says there will be limits to God’s revenge (when the “seven plagues” are done and 
the “smoke has disappeared” – Rev 15:8). So, in these troubled times, we are waiting for the 
smoke to dissipate. Only a few weeks ago I couldn’t see the railroad tracks 1000 feet from my 
home for the smoke. And it seemed to last forever. Day after day I waited, into the next week. 
And, then, it was gone. Relief! Open windows again.  
 
Waiting is so difficult, and, sometimes, we are hurting and don’t even know we are waiting. 
 
One dear friend of mine, whom I’ve known for more than thirty years, announced to me and 
others that the reason he’d missed our last Zoom get-together, two weeks ago as of this 
writing, was because his family had drawn him into an intervention for his alcoholism. The 
wind of a feather could have blown me over! But, he had no idea that he was waiting more 
than fifty years for this day to happen. Sometimes it falls to others to patiently observe and 
keep track of the daily destructions we ignore. When he spoke to us this week, revealing what 
had happened, he seemed grateful to his family and resolved to continue the path to 
recovery. Day to day. More waiting for the next hour to reveal its temptations and waiting for 
the strength to overcome them. 
 
But, the Lord is faithful and has – and will - come to him. And us. God’s mercy is what wins the 
day, when we wait for it with faith and hope; that is, knowing it will come in spite of the 
disasters we behold right in front of us. 
 
Happy Advent (in spite of it all)!    Laurin Vance 
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December 1, 2020, Tuesday 
Micah 4:6-13; Revelation 18:1-10; Psalm 79 
 
 
Micah 4: 6-13 with a nod to Psalm 79:13 
 
I am standing.  Waiting on a corner.   
Waiting.  Waiting. 
The Lord is coming.  As surely as the wind whips and howls around me, 
I know.  The Lord is coming. 
 
Where shall he find me when he comes?  Where will I be?   
Waiting?  Waiting? 
Or will he find me working in the fields.  Working in the fields of humanity. 
He is coming.  I’m sure. 
 
I hear his voice.  A whisper in the din. 
Waiting.  Waiting. 
Incline your ear.  Do you hear it, the sound of judgement and salvation? 
The angels sing.  Listen. 
 
The outcasts hear his voice.  The remnant knows. The lame follow. 
Waiting.  Waiting. 
They dance in the streets.  Jubilation is their song, justice their reward. 
He is coming!  They know. 
 
We cry out.  Confused by noise, heads down against the storm. 
Waiting.  Waiting. 
Yearning desperately for hope.  Did it pass us by? 
Shh.  Shh.  Incline your ear to hear the quiet 
A lullaby.  Listen. 
 
You will not find him in the voices of false prophets and easy profit. 
You will not find him in the lights of fame and fortune. 
You will not find him where you look most often. 
Stop.  Stop at the corner of your life.  Listen. 
 
Do you hear that single clarifying note in the darkness? 
Waiting.  Waiting. 
The chorus begins.  It is the song of his people. 
It is a song of praise, forged in the furnace of sorrow. 
The angels sing.  The baby cries.  The mother weeps. 
 
Hallelujah.  He comes. 
 
Janet St. Clair 
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December 2, 2020, Wednesday 
Micah 5:1-5a; Luke 21:34-38; Psalm 79 
 
Luke 21 vs 34-38 

vs 34 " Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, 
drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like 
a trap. 
vs 36 " Be always on watch and pray that you will be able to escape all that is about to 
happen, and that you will be able to stand before the Son of Man. 
     The year 2020 started out as any other and turned into a year unlike any other. The 
world continues to struggle against the total disruption of Covid and all the spinoffs 
from this terrible disease. 
  Christ warns us of the dangers , we forget that we are not alone in this battle. 
  Humans are an interactive species.  As a whole, part of our nature requires close 
contact with our fellow human beings. This very important part of who we are is on hold 
for now. 
   This is a constant struggle for humans right now and cannot be forgotten.  We are 
not alone in this struggle.  Christ walks with us always and is there to give us strength 
when we need it, if we are willing to accept that strength. 
   Christ gives us a warning in vs 34,"be careful", do not allow yourselves to lose faith.  
Follow God's word and do not be afraid. 
  We will all be together in the near future. 
  We will be a stronger world in the future. 
  Accept God's strength, it is free for the asking. 
                                
Peace, Kevin Teichgrab 
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December 3, 2020, Thursday 

Hosea 6:1-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 

 
The theme of Christ being the light that guards us and leads us out of the 

darkness has reached out to me throughout my life. 
The verse I’ve memorized, and taught to my children and Sunday School 

students is John 1:5 “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.”  In todays text Hosea 6:5 God tells the Israelites “My 

judgement goes forth as the light .“  By the end of Hosea after a long 
history of rebellion comes the “Assurance of Forgiveness.” 

God promises to heal their disloyalty and says they will “ flourish as a 
garden”   

 
These are dark times for most of us, but the light remains. 

Linda Leque 
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December 4, 2020, Friday 
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Acts 11:19-26; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 
Jeremiah 1:4-10            Jeremiah’s Call and Commission 
 
When Pastor Scott sent out the request for congregation members to help make the Advent 
Devotional Booklet, I was at once filled with anxiety and doubt. Who am I to be able to speak 
to others about God, with my so very limited knowledge?  
I looked over the bible readings to review and determine which spoke to my heart. Of course, 
God always has His plan! One of my bible readings to choose from was Jeremiah 1:4-10. When 
God called on Jeremiah to be a prophet to the nations, here’s His words:  

 

“Now the word of the lord came to me saying, 
 

Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you, 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 

 

Then I said, “Ah, Lord god! Truly I do now know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” But the 
Lord said to me, 

 

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’: 
For you shall go to all to whom I send you,  
And you shall speak whatever I command you. 
Do not be afraid of the,  
For I am with you to deliver you,  
       Says the Lord.” 

 

Then the lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, 
 

“Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
To pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 
So, during this time of waiting and watching, I will take time to be still and listen for God to 
speak to me and fill me with His loving confidence. Instead of the doubt and unease that I feel,  
I pray that He will give me a voice and hands to help do His work.  
My prayer for you: 
 
 Dear Lord, 
In this time of busyness, of distraction and loudness; let me take the time to be still and hear 
God’s word of loving confidence in me. Let me take His confidence and help to share His word 
through this Advent season.  God choose a boy to speak, so I must have faith that he can use 
me to also spread His message of love. 
Amen 
Lisa Hayes 



 

13 

December 5, 2020, Saturday-- God’s faithfulness in the face of our stinkin’ thinkin’     Susann 
E. Hendrickson 
Ezekiel 36:24-28; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13.  These Old Testament passages support the truth of 
God’s continued goodness and faithfulness, even through our “stinkin’ thinkin’”.   
For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back 
into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you 
from all your impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new 
spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I 

will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 28 
Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your 
God.      Ezekiel 36:24-28 

Background:  Israelites had spoiled what God had given to them.   They had not done what the 
Lord asked of them & went so far as to worship false gods. They turned away from God. AND 
YET: The Lord will gather His people together again.  He will cleanse them & forgive them.  He 
will change their hearts into hearts that are for Him.  They will become new persons through 
His Holy Spirit.  They will be ashamed of all the evil things that they did and come to recognize 
and appreciate the love of God.  ** 
1 You, Lord, showed favor to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.  2 You forgave the 
iniquity of your people and covered all their sins.        8 I will listen to what God the Lord says; he 
promises peace to his people, his faithful servants—but let them not turn to folly.  9 Surely his 
salvation is near those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.  10 Love and 
faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other. Faithfulness springs forth 
from the earth, and righteousness looks down from heaven.  12 The Lord will indeed give what is 

good, and our land will yield its harvest.  13 Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way 
for his steps.  Psalm 85:1-2,8-13 

Background:  Jacob is a name for God’s people. For Christians "forgave" is a special word.  
When God forgives us he gives our sin (all the bad things that we do) to Jesus. When he died, 
Jesus took our sin away. So we are not only forgiven; it is just as if we had never done those 
bad things! God punished Jesus for our sin! Verse 8- means they must not go back and do bad 
things repeatedly.  AND YET:  good things will happen if God’s people will acknowledge Him. 
Love & faithfulness (loyalty) is being a friend, or a servant and not stopping the love & 
faithfulness(loyalty) because of circumstances or based on what happens.  God gives kind love, 
and his people give him their loyalty. He does not stop loving them and they do not stop being 
his friend and desiring to serve Him because of circumstances or based on outcomes.   Peace is 
that which only God can give. With this peace, you know that you are friends with God.  Only 
God is really righteous, always doing what is right. God wants his people to be like him.  
People that accept the peace of God become good (or righteous). They become like God. The 
Lord does not show his kindness because people deserve it. We can never earn any reward 
from God. All that we deserve is death. God will be kind to his people because he loves them.  
Many think the last part of the psalm is about Jesus. Because Jesus was the Messiah, they call 
verses 9-13 the messianic part of the psalm.  Verse 13 tells us that God would walk on the 
earth! This happened when Jesus came, 520 years later. ……The Season of ADVENT.  ** 
Righteous & Loving God……….in the face of day-to-day living I oftentimes overlook your 
faithfulness & minimize your blessings.  AND YET, as with the Israelites, You promise to 
cleanse me; to fill me with Your peace.  In this season of Advent, fill me with Your Holy Spirit, 
create in me a desire to seek and know You so that I can turn from the false idols & worry of 
this time & place as I look forward to the birth of Our Savior, Jesus.   Amen  
 
** paraphrasing & summary from An Easy English Translation with Notes      www.easyenglish.bible   Gordon 
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Sunday December 6, 2020, Second Sunday in Advent  
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 
 
FOCUS:  Isaiah 40:6-8 
 
6A voice says, “Cry out!” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All people are grass, 
  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 
  when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
  surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 
  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 
2 Peter 3:8-9 

 

 
Let me just say, I have a fascination with the concept of time—I always have, and I probably 
always will.  If there’s a movie about time travel, I will probably watch it.  My brain loves to 
contemplate the circular nature of the cause and effect consequences of such juxtapositions in 
the space-time continuum.   If you are a fan of the first few verses of John, (1In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 
with God……” ), you know what I’m talking about. 
 
In regards to the 2 Peter text above “one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years 
are like one day”—who hasn’t had a growing awareness of these feelings in 2020 with COVID?  
Perhaps you’ve heard the “joke” about the person who, having read that when one is bored 
time passes more slowly than when living an adventure-filled life, decided to live the most 
boring life possible so as to make life feel as long as possible. 
 
Of course, the flip side of that, I recently read a BBC article that said time can actually seem to 
pass more quickly during times such as a lockdown because the days all blend together as our 
brains fail to make new memories—we come in to awareness occasionally to realize far more 
time has passed than we thought.   
 
What does COVID-waiting have to do with John the Baptist and preparing a way in the 
wilderness Advent-waiting?  In my Bible next to the Mark text and in context of the readings 
for the second Sunday in Advent, there’s a question box that says, “Think of a time you waited 
for something good.  Design a billboard announcing the wait is over.” 

8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 

years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with 
you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2020-12-6/0
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My first question to that question is “What about the times we have to wait for bad things?”  Is 
“valid” waiting always about attainment?  To be good at waiting do we have to have a belief in 
a positive outcome?  Do we have to have a belief in the meaning of the effort?  Do we place 
our personal comfort above or below the collective good?  How do we define the collective 
good? 
 
I recently re-watched the movie “Titanic” and I was captured by how various people were 
portrayed dealing with waiting for the ship to sink.  What do you think it was like to wait on 
the Titanic?  Where’s the hope in that?  Where’s the “reward”?  But, I suppose even when 
death is certain, there are still choices in HOW we wait.   
 

As Christians, we are simultaneously in the world but also connected to all of time.  We 
participate in the story that spans all of time.  Individually, we are all like those fading flowers 
in Isaiah.  The world will keep going and new flowers will grow when we fade.  However, we 
can choose how we wait—to become a part of the collective story that has been with us 2000+ 
years and will keep on going until God only knows.  In our wait, we’ve been given the great 
commandment that can guide our decisions.   
 
Mark 12:29-20 29Jesus answered, "The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is 
one; 30you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.' 31The second is this, 'You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these." 
 
There’s another movie, a cult classic from my college days in the early 90s, Groundhog’s Day 
starring Bill Murray that I think captures another bit of 2 Peter.  If you aren’t familiar with this 
movie, watch it!  In it Bill Murray is trapped living the same day over and over and over. At 
first, he does selfish things for personal gain, then he tries to kill himself in a variety of ways. 
None of these things work, because he’d just wake up again to repeat the day, gaining 
nothing—it was impossible to gain wealth, love or even death.  What finally helped fill the 
emptiness of living the same day over and over was his choice to love his neighbor more than 
himself.  Eventually he gets “set free” to live a new day.  How long was he stuck in that one 
day?  It never really says--it could have been a thousand years—literally one day IS a thousand 
years!  (laugh here…that’s a joke)…But, I think this movie might be a quite literal example of 2 
Peter 3:9  “The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient 
with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.”   
 

Mary Munson 
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Prayer of the Week  

 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 

coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever  
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December 7, 2020, Monday                                      
Isaiah 25:7-15; Acts 2: 37-42; Psalm 27 
 
Preparations and Reflections 
 
“And Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”.  
 

We decorate, bake and prepare for Christmas Eve then wait for the celebration of Christmas 
Eve and our dear baby Jesus. 
 
 As a child, I would be giddy and anxious as my family and I would head to our Lutheran 
Church in Arlington for our Christmas program. Mother made cookies for the occasion. My 
Dad and two brothers were in their suits and Mother and I in our new dresses. Us kids were in 
the Christmas play. I was an angel, my brothers, Shepherds, singing carols of joy. Mom and 
Dad sat in the pews. It was so magical. Oh, what sweet memories of our Christmas time. 
As a Mother, I would run around quickly fixing my girls’ angel wings and my son’s Shepherd 
head covering so we could run to the Issaquah Lutheran Christmas Eve program. Everyone 
talking at once. What a grand time!  Little boxes of nuts, stripped candy and an orange for the 
children.  All of us parents sitting and watching them sing. How delightful it was. 
As a grandparent I now have watched the grandchildren with great joy in my heart.  They are 
all baptized as well as the parents. We all sit and watch the Christmas programs and wait for 
Baby Jesus. We share the breaking of bread and pray. Be with us Lord Jesus. You are the 
Blessing and the gift of our Holy Spirit.  
 

Ruth Ann Gilbertson 
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December 8, 2020, Tuesday 
Isaiah 4:2-6; Acts11:1-8; Psalm 27 
 
Psalm 27:14 - The “Art” of waiting for the Lord 
 
Being recently retired, I was blessed with the freedom to review my daily life and make any 
changes in the course the Lord was calling me for.   
 
It sounds easy, yet the options appear vast.  The charge of listening for the voice of the Lord, 
waiting and following small cues takes patience and discernment. Putting aside choices can 
seem a little tricky.  I would like a part time job so I can fund some more personal security.  
Surely the Lord would like me to have financial abundance to care for myself.   Looking for the 
part time job didn’t go so well for me, too old, not my expertise, too far to commute - the list 
was long.  Then the COVID-19 pandemic came on us and sadly lots of people lost their jobs. 
Waiting for the perfect part time job to appear, I started doing things I have enjoyed my entire 
life.  While working for an employer my creative energy went into serving State Park visitors.  
Now I found I had the wellspring of creative energy to direct in a new way.  I started drawing 
and painting.  I invited friends to come along on this creative journey.  We formed a wonderful 
bond and became closer to each other, each inspiring the other and supporting our artistic 
expression.   
 
This opened a path to other relationships.  One provided the opportunity for me to put 
photographs to the words of our Camano Lutheran hymns for our online services, with the 
skills of Mary Munson.  I love to see the natural world in glorious color and all the beauty the 
Lord created here for us on earth.  At five years old, with a little “Brownie” camera, I began 
taking photographs to record the wonder I see around me.  Now I have a purposeful way to 
use that skill to serve the Lord and share the beauty around us with others.  What a wonderful 
skill to be able to share! 
 
There are other talents to serve the Lord that have developed while I have been waiting for 
the perfect part time job. Sometimes it can be difficult and you can be fearful in the waiting.   
It turns out the perfect activity is waiting for you this minute.  You just have to be still, patient 
and listen for the small cues leading you along the right path.   
 
Tina Dinzl-Pederson 
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December 9, 2020, Wednesday 

Malachi 2:10-3:1; Luke 1:5-17; Psalm 27 
 

During these uncertain times of civil unrest, economic hardship and COVID, 
I find it easy to question "why those who do wrong seem to be prospering, 

while those who are faithful to God find no success."  Commentary, Malachi 
2:17, Lutheran Study Bible, New Revised Standard, 2009, p.1592.  We all 

know those who we believe do not follow the Ten Commandments.   And 
although the list seems to be endless--we must also remind ourselves, who 

are we to judge others? 
 

     But our faith is founded on trust.  And for trust we can look to Psalm 27 
for encouragement.  More specifically. the LORD is my light and salvation; 

whom shall I fear, the LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid? (v.1), that I will live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, 

(v.4), that I shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living, 

(v.13), and that we should be strong, let our heart take courage, and wait 
for the LORD! (v.14). 

 
     Let us be strong and encouraged during this Advent Season and the 

months that follow. 
 

John Leque 
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December 10, 2020, Thursday 
Habakkuk 2:1-5 Philippians 3:7-11 Psalm 126  
 

 
Enough 

 
I would like to begin by admitting I often do not understand scripture. So, my interpretations 
are at best simply emotions evoked by the words. This scripture Habakkuk 2:1-5 for me 
evoked questions of what is enough? Specifically it mentions money, how a person will never 
have enough, and I can easily relate. I have witnessed many people and myself be a victim to 
allure of money and how there is never enough.  But it does not stop there, I also find my daily 
struggles of what is enough go deeper than just money.  
 

Constant questions that never seem to have an answer:  
What is enough safety?  

Enough parenting?  
Enough happiness?  

Even down to what is enough toilet paper to buy during a pandemic, it easily spirals out of 
control.  

 
While this scripture evoked the questions and stirred my emotions, I however did not 

understand from the words a clear direction on how to settle those constant worries of what 
is too much or not enough. So, I needed some help and I did some research by listening to 
various clergy interpretations. When listening I found many words to be inspiring and filling... 
Then later skepticism creeped in. I agree with their messages. But perfectly packaged rhetoric 
that inevitably I’ve heard before, causes automatic skepticism for me and I shortly become 
unsure. I write about these controversial thoughts because, I think in secret this happens with 
many people.  

 
 So how to move forward and agree with the beautiful concepts that are relevant to 

everyone today and help heal a weary soul? Personally, I think I may need new words, words 
that don’t have such history and culture attached. So here goes my attempt to understanding 
what is happening in this cautionary tale and my words of interpretation.  

 
This lesson is about learning to root your decisions in something bigger than yourself.  

Something constant and supportive, no matter your choices and no matter how deep your 
flaws, it is always present. Bigger than your personal pride. Pride of things such as wealth, or 
how intelligent you are, or proving how safe you are. If you base your decisions solely on your 
personal self-knowledge, how easily we can become arrogant, proclaim to know all, and lose 
sight of moderation and other perspectives. I believe rooting yourself and your decisions in 
something bigger, the spirit that can’t be seen or altered, but gives undying strength. The 
strength you need to know that you are enough now, as is, not tomorrow when you have 
more, now, including all your flaws. Let in the simple breath of life and heal your weary soul.  

 
Stephanie Lightbody  
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December 11, 2020, Friday 

Habakkuk 3:2-6; Matthew 21:28-32; Psalm 126 
 

Psalm 126 is a Psalm of deliverance, of restoration.  Before I made my first 
trip to Israel, I was stirred to visit Jesus homeland by these words echoed 

again and again from people that had traveled to Israel before me.  “Being 
in Israel brings the bible alive and makes it real.”  I found that to be so true 

as my senses were alive during my trip to the middle east.   
 

Psalm 126 is a Psalm I often read to people in the hospital after surgery.  I 
read it because it is a picture of restoration and new life, healing and 

possibility when it can seem like there is no hope for such in certain 
situations.  This text had not caught my eye until our guide pointed it out 

on a trip to Masada.  We passed by these alluvial fan type areas that looked 
like pure desert, dry and cracked earth.  No flowers, no water, no visible 

signs of anything but barrenness.  Certainly, nothing can grow in this soil 

that looks so lifeless in my eyes.  We told the guide this and he responded, 
“Wait until we come back this way this afternoon.  It is supposed to rain 

quite a bit in this area.  When we come back this way you will see all kinds 
of new life you didn’t think possible.”  Sure enough, when we returned 

many hours later, the rain had brought forth the beautiful radiance of new 
life.  Beautiful flowers now adorned the banks of what looked like a small 

stream.  Green and multiple colors captured our eyes and our disbelief.  It 
was beautiful, like a picture only a professional photographer can capture.  

It was a sign of new life, of what could not be seen but was soon to come 
with the right mix of essential elements like water and dirt and sand. 

 
We are coming up on the one-year anniversary of receiving news that Covid 

19 was in Washington state.  Over the past nine months we’ve had 
moments where we are tired, cranky, sorrowful, anxious, afraid, uncertain, 

stir crazy, and wondering when it will end. We pray with the Psalmist, 

“Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses of the Negeb.”  I’ve 
seen it!  Restoration is real!  New life is possible! We will move past this 

brutally unfortunate time in history and the flowers of new life will once 
again be restored and we can trust God to be present in it, even if it doesn’t 

look like we imagined it would look. 
 

Pastor Scott  
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December 12, 2020, Saturday 
Habakkuk 3:13-19; Matthew 21:28-32; Psalm 126 
 

(Today) . . . I will rejoice in the Lord, 
I will be joyful in God my Savior.  (Habakkuk 3:18) 

 

I 'm not much for reminiscing—sad for my sister.  My memory is very bad—disappointing and 
puzzling to friends and family.  Most of my life I've looked to the future.  The pandemic has 
interrupted all my wonderful plans.   
 

My Sierra Club week-by-week calendar is usually filled with things I enjoy:  quilting; going out 
to eat; meeting with friends; attending concerts, plays, baseball games, and—especially, 
traveling.  Anticipating and planning the next trip has been has been the year's highlight for 
most of my adult life.  Now I'm trying to come to grips with the fact that I may not need that 
new passport. 
 

I'm blessed to have had a long, happy and healthy (for the most part) life and know that 
tomorrow will arrive with no help from me.  That's hard to accept, but I'm working on it.  I am 
assured that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8); but 
during these shut-in times, I need to concentrate on the today part. 
  
As Dolly in the late Bil Keane's comic strip "The Family Circus" explains to her little brother 
Jeffy:  "Yesterday's the past, tomorrow's the future, but today is a gift.  That's why it's called 
the present."   
 

Today the coffee maker works, the squirrels outside my deck are extra frisky, I found some 
frozen zucchini bread in the back of the freezer, my wonderful neighbor waved at me, the 
newspaper arrived—all gifts. 
 

Not being together during Advent and Christmas to celebrate Christ's birth will be difficult.  
But Christ is already here.  He's our Immanuel:  God (is) with us.   No "should have" for the 
past or "plan to" for the future will change anything today, but knowing that God is with us is 
the real reason for celebrating.  I pray that I can truly rejoice in the Lord and be joyful in God 
my Savior every day. 
 

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24) 
 

Naomi Melby 
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December 13, 2020, 2
nd

 Sunday in Advent 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:19-28 
 
John 1:19-23 
 
John the Baptist was quite the phenomenon.  Crowds traveled into the 
wilderness to see and hear him.  Yet he never made much of himself.  "I 
am not the Messiah . . . nor Elijah . . . nor the prophet."  What was 
important was not himself but "the one who is coming after me" John 
understood that his role was to direct the attention of the people 
toward the coming one, namely his cousin Jesus. 
 
I love the way Renaissance artists added a youthful John the Baptist 
into paintings of Jesus' birth and infancy.  He is already pointing 
towards the baby or at least looking towards Jesus in rapt attention.  
That is his role:  not to be the center of attention but to draw our 
attention to Christ Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
For the Church, Advent is a season of celebrating the birth of Jesus, 
meditating on his presence among us today, and pointing towards his 
promised coming again to bring full justice, peace and joy.  I believe 
John the Baptist is to be the model for our lives during this season. 
 
There is much for us to reflect upon here.  If an artist were to paint a 
Christmas scene as it is celebrated today, what would he see?  Santa 
Claus and gifts? parties, eating and drinking?  If we were painted into 
the picture, where would our eyes be focused? our attention directed?  
our fingers pointing? 
 
Carl Gabrielson 
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Prayer of the Week 

 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the  

words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to 
your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
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December 14, 2020, Monday 
1 Kings 18:1-18; Ephesians 6:10-17; Psalm 125 
 

In his letter to the church at Ephesus Paul writes about what it means to be a Christian on 
several levels.  He talks about the big picture of God's plan for his new covenant with all 
people, the throwing off of the sinful existence of their lives before becoming Christians, and 
how to live with one another as Christian believers.  In Ephesians and his other writings Paul 
teaches that through faith we are saved by the grace of God with the gift of his son, Jesus 
Christ who died for the eternal forgiveness of our sins. 
 

But even after we accept this gift through faith, Paul tells us we cannot assume we have 
nothing more to worry about. Paul warns that our faith will be under constant attack by the 
forces of evil, a warning echoed by Martin Luther nearly 1500 years later.  We must constantly 
be defending our faith against those temptations that will separate us from God.  To defend 
our faith Paul encourages us to "Put on the whole armor of God so that you may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil". 
 

Paul then lists the pieces of the whole armor of God which will help us stand firm in times of 
trial:  
 

The belt of truth in recognition that the most powerful tool of evil is mendacity which can 
never stand in the light of the truth of God. 
 

The breastplate of righteousness which I believe is the reflection of the way we live our lives in 
ways that are pleasing to God as Paul talks about in earlier chapters in Ephesians. 
 

Comfortable shoes because you may be on your feet a long time proclaiming the gospel of 
peace.  Just imagine how many miles Paul and the other apostles must have walked during 
their many journeys to spread the gospel. 
 

The shield of faith that God will be with us to ward off false accusations (flaming arrows) 
directed at us. 
 

The helmet of salvation placed on our heads by Jesus sacrifice that protects us with his holy 
spirit. 
 

The sword of the Spirit which is the word of God that not only defends us but can reach out to 
defeat the empty word of evil and capture converts to the Christian faith. 
 

For Paul faith in Christ's salvation is a call to action.  Not just to defend that faith but also to 
act out God's love for us in service to others.  For Paul there is no passive waiting for the 
unknown time of Christ's return.  
 

Verse 18 is not included in this scripture reading, but it provides a good ending for Paul's 
message in the previous seven verses. 
 
"Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication.  To that end keep alert and 
always persevere in supplication for all the saints." 

 
Dan Bauermeister 
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December 15, 2020, Tuesday 
2 Kings 2:9-22; Acts 3:17-4:4; Psalm 125 
 
Waiting 
 
Today is our youngest son’s 35th birthday. Thirty-five years ago we were waiting for a new 

baby. Unlike a pregnancy, adoptive parents don’t have a due date. It could be today, it could 

be a year from now. But we knew we were close to the top of the list. On December 24th we 

received the long- awaited call. A baby boy had been born on December 15th and was ready 

to be picked up! The name we had chosen for our child (if it were a boy) was Micah Joel. How 

appropriate for a Christmas baby to be named Micah, as the prophet Micah In Micah 5:2 

foretells that one will come from Bethlehem to be the ruler of Israel. We quickly made a minor 

adjustment to the name, naming him Micah Noel to memorialize his coming to us a Christmas. 

 

In the Acts passage for today, the people were reminded of a time when they were 

waiting--waiting for God’s promised one, that He had come, and that they now shared in the 

promises of God which he had made through his prophets of old. 

We find ourselves waiting again this year with all of you. Yes, we are waiting for Christmas, 

albeit a different kind of Christmas than we would like to plan. For some it is a Christmas 

without a loved one that died this year from Covid-19 or some other cause. 

 

Moreover we wait for an end to the isolation and absence of normality that Cvid-19 has 

caused. We want to “return to normal,” whatever that means. Some of us wonder what the 

new normal will be and when it will come. However, Christians wait for another coming, the 

one foretold also in Micah, when “they will beat their swords into plows and their spears into 

pruning hooks. And they will never prepare for battle again! This is the second coming which 

we now await and are also reminded of this Christmas. 

 

In these days when so much seems wrong with our world, my daily prayer is “Maranatha,” 

Come Our Lord! May this Christmas find us ready to welcome Him. 

Ruth Gabrielson  
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December 16, 2020 Wednesday 
Malachi 3:16 - 4:6; Mark 9:9-13; Psalm 125 
 

Although I grew up in the Lutheran church, I don't remember recognizing the church season of 
Advent till I was an adult.  As a child, December meant preparing for Christmas -- Saturday 
morning practice for the Christmas Eve program, putting up the Christmas tree, shopping trips, 
caroling at a nursing home with the junior choir, making Christmas cookies and candy to share 
with friends and family, and waiting.   
 
By the time I became a parent and active in a congregation that celebrated Advent, I 
experienced Advent in different ways -- soup suppers and devotions, Advent calendars given 
to the children at Sunday school, the presence of an Advent wreath hanging in the sanctuary, 
and waiting till Christmas to sing Christmas carols.  Yes, there was still a sense of preparation 
and waiting that I experienced as a child. 
 
So how do I look at Advent this year in light of the texts for December 16?  I read Psalm 125 
and the Malachi and texts searching for a connection.  Is waiting, preparing, and yearning my 
focus?   
 
Malachi reminds us that God will be faithful to us and that we are to be faithful as well.  
Faithfulness  --including worship and stewardship, and reverence for God.   
Psalm 125 speaks to steadfastness, another way of saying be faithful .  "Those who trust in the 
Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever."   Be steadfast -- God is 
with us.   
 
 I was baptized, confirmed, and married at Immanuel Lutheran, "Immanuel "--God is with us.   
The verse given to me on my confirmation day,   "Be faithful until death, and I will give you a 
crown of life"   (Revelation 2:10 )  echoes the call to be steadfast.  Our wedding text, "Commit 
your way to the Lord, trust also in him... "  (Psalm 37:5) reminds me again to trust, to count on 
God to be with us.  Immanuel.  
 
In the midst of waiting, trust and steadfastness become the focus of my journey.  This Advent 
will be without the soup suppers, singing, and gathering together as in the past.  I will miss 
what became for me the most meaningful part of Advent -- the Holden Evening Prayer.  But 
perhaps I will find a greater understanding.  For me,  Advent will not be so much about 
preparation and waiting.  This time away from our church building and our corporate worship 
calls me to be steadfast and to trust.  A time to recognize what expressing faith means, how 
God's love in the world is experienced through our service.    
 
Immanuel --God is with us. 
 Joan Bauermeister  
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December 17, 2020, Thursday 

2 Samuel 6:1-11; Hebrews 1:1-14; Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
 

David loved the Lord. He wanted to do everything he could to express 
his love and devotion. But like so many of us, he got sidetracked and 

didn’t listen or obey Him. The Lord gives us rules to follow and they’re 
not that difficult. The arc of the covenant was to be handled by the 

Levites and only in a certain way. David didn’t listen. He was too 
consumed on doing it his way and it cost Uzzah his life when he 

accidently touched the Ark when it started to fall off the cart. 

 

In todays world we do the same things. We get so caught up in trying 

to please the Lord that we forget about the lives of others and 
disregard their feelings. We assume they will follow us because our 

goals are noble and just in the eyes of the Lord. Therefore we are 
justified in doing what we think is right. Think before you do. Would 

the Lord want you to follow what he told you to do? Is your love a 
blind love where you only thinking of yourself? God wants us to live in 

harmony. He gave us laws and rules to live by so we can accomplish 
that. 

 

Phil Rifner 
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December 18, 2020 Friday 
2 Samuel 6:12-19; Hebrews 1:5-14; Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
 

In 2020, Advent themes are rolling and swinging a wide swath in our 
lives. Waiting, hoping, vigilance, preparation. When is it coming? When 
is it going to end? Weary, on one hand and excited anticipation on the 
other.  
 
This year is spilling over filled with issues to pull us down trails of 
distraction. Pandemic. Elections. Violence in homes and on streets. 
Racial tensions. Vaccines. 
 
Even though the weight of being a human feels heavy this year, it will 
pass. Psalm 89:1-2 declare that God’s faithful love and strength are 
promised to us yesterday, today, and tomorrow. Let it be so.  
 
Come Lord Jesus! 
 

Jeff Camp  
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December 19, 2020, Saturday 

Judges 13: 2-24; John 7:40-52; Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
 

Instructions Needed 
 

Then Manoah prayed, “O Lord, please let the man from God come back to 
us again and give us more instructions about the child you are going to give 

us.  (v. 8) 
 

I enjoy sewing and making the occasional quilt.  My mom taught me to sew 
when I was young so I have the basic skills of sewing and can usually piece 

together a quilt pattern without too many issues.  However, when it came 
time to learn how to put the binding (the outer edge of a quilt) on, I needed 

help.  I struggled with how it looked and wasn’t happy with the finished 
product.  I searched for those needed instructions from a professional and 

have learned a technique that allows the edges to come together perfectly. 

 
In this story in the book of Judges, a barren woman is visited by an Angel 

of the Lord and told she will have a son.  The Angel goes on to instruct her 
in how to raise him to be a Nazirite - someone specially devoted to God 

who does not cut their hair, does not drink wine or any grape products and 
avoids contact with anything dead.  She is also told how she must eat and 

drink while carrying him.  Her husband, Manoah, isn’t around when she is 
told these things.  Manoah prays for the man of God to return so more 

instruction can be given in how to raise their baby.  Manoah and the woman 
go on to have a healthy boy, Samson. 

 
Just as I sought out instructions to complete my quilt and Manoah sought 

God’s instruction on raising his child, we all can seek God’s help and 
instruction to do what He calls us to do.  You never know...you may end up 

with a beautiful quilt or a child destined to serve God. 

 
Dear Lord, help us to seek out and follow your instructions for our 

lives.  Amen 
 

Thea Hanna  
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December 20, 2020, Fourth Sunday in Advent 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55; Romans 16:25-27 
 

Luke 1:26-38 is a story as old as time. However, no matter how old the 

story or how many times I’ve heard it, it still strikes me the same way. This 

is how God chose to enter into the world-- not by a giant beam of blue 

light, but by birth of normal human means. This is God’s way of being just 

like us. Even though God is all powerful, God values humanity so much to 

want to be just like the rest of us. God doesn’t desire to be isolated in a 

castle or surrounded with material riches. God reminds us that we have one 

of the greatest riches of all, life. The miracle of life is the greatest gift of all, 

worth more than gold or silver: “And now, you will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus” (Luke 1:31)-- celebrating the 

miracle of life and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Most 

High. The might of the Kingdom of Heaven and the value of the earthbound 

have culminated in an unmarried, teenage, pregnant scandalized virgin. 

People join us in new birth, and so we celebrate.  We grieve those who 

leave us by death, but also remember that death is what gives life 

meaning. In between, we joyfully live out, like Mary, God is with us in flesh 

and bone just like you and me-- and even dying to teach us about what it 

means to live by cherishing the valuable riches of all life. Joyful, all ye 

nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies; With the' angelic host proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem."  Jayden Yee 
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Prayer of the Week 

 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant 

grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that 
willingly we may bear y our redeeming love to all the world, for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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December 21, 2020, Monday 

1 Samuel 1:1-18; Hebrews 9:1-14; Luke 1:46b-55 
 

My favorite part of Holden Evening Prayer is always “Mary’s Prayer”. 
Singing it fills me with joy.  The words are from the Luke 1:46-55 passage, 

Mary’s beautiful song of praise, commonly called the Magnificat, from the 
Latin for “magnify”. 

Here Mary has just traveled to see Elizabeth, who exclaims, “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! ... Blessed is 

she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” Mary 
doesn’t appear to be blessed; she’s a “nobody” from a small town, likely 

poor.  She is a disgrace, being a young, pregnant unmarried woman. This 
exchange with Elizabeth could very well have been the moment when Mary 

realized, “Yes, I am blessed”, even in the midst of the challenges she was 
facing. 

For privileged Americans, “blessed” can mean having a life of 

privilege and comfort, enjoying all kinds of good things. We love to share 
on Facebook how “blessed” we are when something great happens.  But 

how many of us are feeling “blessed” right now, as we navigate a 
pandemic, with unrest all around us.  Do we see God’s work in our lives, 

even in the midst of challenges? 
Mary chose to magnify God and believe that she was indeed blessed, 

chosen to be the mother of the Messiah. She declares the goodness God 
has extended to her and to all generations. She speaks of his mercy and 

saving actions. “He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be 
merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our 

ancestors.”  She believes in a God who keeps his promises, who blesses 
abundantly.  We can, too! 

 
Karen Camp  
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December 22, 2020, Thursday 

Zephaniah 3:8-13; Romans 10:5-13; Psalm 96 
 

"If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved." - Romans 10:9 

 
When I was in seventh grade a good friend of my dad, Gordon (Gordy) 

Husby, stopped by for a visit.  He and my dad attended Stanwood High 
School and played football together.  Gordy was a passionate supporter of 

the SHS football program and I remember hearing his thunderous yells of 
encouragement at the home games back in the early 1970s.  Gordy 

eventually went into the insurance business, but I remember that one 
evening sitting around our kitchen table with my dad, mom, and Gordy.  At 

one point during the conversation he turned to me and said, "Young man, 
never believe anything you hear and only half of what you see."  That was 

probably close to fifty years ago.  I've never forgotten that sage advice.   

 
In our world of never ending robo-calls, scams, computer phishing, 

hackers, and misleading and false information, it's increasingly more 
difficult to know who to trust or what to believe.  The verse from the 

Apostle Paul's letter to the Romans makes it clear that in a world of 
uncertainty and false promises God's promise is the one thing that is 

trustworthy.  Forgiveness, new life and salvation are God's unmerited and 
unconditional gift to anyone who confesses Jesus as Lord.  In verse 13 Paul 

writes, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."  If you 
have ever felt forgotten or that your life doesn't matter; if you have ever 

felt unappreciated or "kicked to the curb", then listen to God's 
promise:  You are loved.  You are forgiven.  Your life matters.  You have 

been created for a purpose, and while there are times when that purpose 
might seem unclear, God's love for you is so great that he sent His only Son 

Jesus to die for your sins and on the third day God raised him from the 

dead so that we might know the depth and power of God's love.  Gordon 
Husby's words are just as relevant today as when they were spoken around 

our kitchen table those many years ago::  "Don't believe anything you hear 
and only half of what you see."  That is, with the exception of God's 

promise of salvation to all those who believe.  You can trust that promise!   
 

John Swanson 
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December. 23, 2020, Wednesday 
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Romans 3:11-14; Psalm 96 

 

Be glad you heavens and rejoice oh earth. 
Roar loudly seas and all that fill you. 

Fields and your inhabitants exult. 
Sing for joy all trees of the forest. 

For He is coming! 
Psalm 96: 11-13a 

 

I keep a journal. It’s not a daily record – my entries are actually quite sporadic. Yet 
there are times I am so moved that I simply must write down my observation – so I can revisit 
a moment after my memory has faded. 

My hand writes of whales, porpoises, otters, eagles, herons, hummingbirds, fog, snow, 
sunshine, bees, blossoms, cobwebs, rainbows, moon and sunsets. My heart writes of gratitude 
and praise. The Spirit writes of creation’s gladness, rejoicing, roaring, exulting and singing. 

Many times these sightings occurred because someone beckoned. Come and see! 
Look! Listen! Grab the binoculars! Hurry! I, too, from time to time have called out to the other. 
How could I not? Would I not share such heart stirring beauty?   

Our Advent season of searching, expecting and waiting is drawing to a close. Christmas 
is nearing. What wonder awaits us! The Messiah is coming! I can hardly fathom that God who 
created all earth and universe loves us this much. How is it that God would be born in the flesh 
and live physically among us…and…die for us? In Jesus we meet our creator face to face. We 
are welcomed into relationship. Our created purpose is restored. This is exciting! This is 
something we don’t want to miss! Look – listen – be glad!   
 

For He is coming! 
 

Gretchen Pigott  
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December 24, 2020, Thursday  
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 
 
The Meaning and Message of Christmas Eve 
 
Allow me to preface this epistle with a comment.  Good advice when we are reminded to keep 
it brief.  Get to the point.  So, as I sit and contemplate this, I am reminded that most of the 
great writings were exactly that, short and to the point.  The Gettysburg Address, 272 
words.  The Lord’s Prayer, 66 words.  And perhaps the greatest words ever spoken, from the 
bible, just 2 words, "Jesus wept".  Much more could be written on this subject than I have, but 
with some guidance from the Holy Spirit and a prayer to the almighty, I hope this is sufficient. 
 
These days of Advent have great meaning.  Advent, in Latin, Adventus, means arrival or 
waiting which is synonymous with Eve, an acronym for evening, which means arrival or 
awaited coming.  Over the course of the typical year of 365 "eve's" we celebrate many.  Some 
are held private, the eve of our first born, graduation, marriage as a few examples.  Then there 
are those that we jointly share with others that are of greater importance.  Thanksgiving Eve 
when we may toast the coming day with a little eggnog.  Or New Year's Eve when we celebrate 
the coming of a new year and resolutions are made in anticipation.  But there is another.  One 
that embodies the very essence of the meaning of the word "Eve".  Anticipation of something 
coming, an event of great importance.  The most profound "Eve" of them all.   Christmas 
Eve.   We are reminded of the star that guided the Magi in anticipation of something 
coming.  The Angels that visited the shepherds in the field saying to them "Do not be afraid, I 
bring you good news of great joy,,,,, Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you, 
he is the Christ".  This was the beginning of the greatest story ever told, on this special Eve of 
all Eve's, Christmas Eve when we eagerly await and celebrate the birth of the Christ 
Child.  Gods greatest gift and promise to the world.  Jesus, our Savior.  Almighty God, you 
make this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light.  To paraphrase a verse in 
Isaiah, "This is the "Eve" that the Lord has made, rejoice and be glad in it".  In closing, let me 
offer my prayer that you hold the message of this special "Eve of all Eve's" close in your 
thoughts, hearts and minds every day of the year.  God Bless You. 
 

Bob Henderson 
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December 25, 2020, Christmas Day 
Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 

 
Merry Christmas everyone! I hope you are all doing well and staying safe 

throughout the holidays! When Pastor Scott asked me to write a devotional this year I 
was very nervous. I have never written a devotional before so I had no idea what to 
expect. Then I came to the realization that he had given me Christmas day! Which 
made me even more nervous but also excited. Christmas is the best time of the year in 
my opinion. Not just because of all the pretty decorations, treats, ugly sweaters, 
presents and fun, but because we celebrate the birth of Jesus the One whom died on 
the cross for us. I have so many amazing memories from Christmas. One of my 
favorites is having our family Christmas parties with my mom’s extended side of the 
family. I rarely get to see any of them all year, but that is what makes this party 10 
times more special and enjoyable. We always have a huge dinner with lots of yummy 
food! Before we all dish up our plates we all go around the table telling each other what 
we are most thankful for this year and what our favorite memories were from that past 
year. It is so much fun to hear what we all liked about our past memories and 
experiences. There is always a lot of emotion and usually my mom ends up crying for 
one reason or another. (Don’t tell her I told you that.) Even though we can’t have our 
family party this year and 2020 is a year I think we all wish we could forget, I know we 
all still have things we are thankful for. Personally, I am so thankful that this year I had 
a successful ACL knee surgery and that my recovery is going so well. You know what, 
I couldn't have gone through all of that without the love and grace Jesus gave me. I 
feel like He gave me so much courage and strength throughout all of the obstacles this 
year has put me through and I am so grateful for that. So, what’s your favorite 
Christmas memory, and are you thankful for this year? Merry Christmas everyone and 
have an amazing New Year!  
 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 

  

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world 

has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to 

proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

                                                           Amen 

  
  
  

Love, Mallory Larsen:) 
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Prayer of the Day 

 
 All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world  

has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and 
empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
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As God’s people we are committed to  

Sharing Christ’s love 

Growing in faith 

Serving neighbor near and far 

 
Sharing  Growing  Serving 


