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During the Season of Advent we prepare our hearts and minds for the 

coming of the Christ.  We celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas, 

and we remember that in him the Kingdom of God came to earth.  

Now we wait expectantly for his return, not as the baby that was once 

worshipped in the manger, but as our Savior that will come again and 

restore all things unto himself. 

 As Christmas approaches the busyness of our lives traditionally 

increase as gift buying and parties are added to our daily routines, but 

not everyone has the comforts that many of us enjoy without giving 

them a second thought.  It is for this reason that we call our devotional, 

“Silver and Gold Have We None.”  Those whom we serve have not the 

material possessions that our society prizes, but they have the 

wonderful gifts of hope and promise.  And we, those who find 

ourselves on the streets this holiday seasons, in the shelters, and 

securely housed, would like to share of ourselves with you this season. 

 May you find this devotional useful for increasing and 

deepening faith as you reflect on the Living Word, and on our humble 

insights. 

 Peace be with you this Advent season and throughout the 

coming year.  Come Lord Jesus. 

 Amen. 

 

 

Pr. Kristy Daniels 

 

  



 

 

November 28    1st Sunday in Advent  Luke 21:25-36 
 

Lk 21:25  "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on 

the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and 

the waves. 26  People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 

coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
27  Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power 

and great glory. 28  Now when these things begin to take place, stand 

up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 29 

 Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 

 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know 

that summer is already near. 31  So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32  Truly I tell 

you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 

place. 33  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 34  "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 

dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 

does not catch you unexpectedly, 35  like a trap. For it will come upon 

all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36  Be alert at all times, 

praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that 

will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

 

I don’t know what the signs will be in the sun, the stars 

and the water.  The text also mentions something about 

drunkenness which comes up several times in the Bible 

so I think it is something that Jesus doesn’t like.  Be on 

guard, stay sober. 

Bless everyone in the congregation and elsewhere. 
 

 

 

-Billy Levins  



 

 

 

 Monday, November 29  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 
1Th 3:9  How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that 

we feel before our God because of you? 10  Night and day we pray most 

earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in 

your faith. 11  Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct 

our way to you. 12  And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love 

for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13  And may he 

so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our 

God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

  

This placed upon and within my heart, that the Lord will always 

have us to be ready and assured to share what hope we have 

within each and all of us.  Coming together and ministering 

toward each others and sharing with all our hearts yes and Amen!  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Danny Ray Lee 

This little light of 

mine I’m gonna let it 

shine. 

Can we have a witness 

Paul knew within the 

spirit within Him what 

was missing for these 

and He sent and the 

Lord placed amongst 

them someone. 

Concerning all things toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 



 

 

Tuesday, November 30   Psalm 25:1-10 

  

 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 2  O my God, in 

you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my 

enemies exult over me. 3  Do not let those who wait for you 

be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are wantonly 

treacherous. 4  Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach 

me your paths. 5  Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for 

you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long. 
6  Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast 

love, for they have been from of old. 7  Do not remember the 

sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your 

steadfast love remember me, for your goodness' sake, O 

LORD! 8  Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he 

instructs sinners in the way. 9  He leads the humble in what 

is right, and teaches the humble his way. 10  All the paths of 

the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who 

keep his covenant and his decrees. 
 

Psalms 25:1-10 expresses that we are dependent on God 

for protection from all enemies and asks God to direct 

and teach us. It also asks us for confession of our sins 

and asks us to have everlasting confidence in God’s 

abiding presence and faithfulness in our lives. I ask God 

for forgiveness every day and hope he teaches me and 

directs me in what is right and wrong. God is so gracious 

to us all. 

-Dean McBee 

 



 

 

Wednesday, December 1  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

 
Jer 33:14  The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I 

will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah. 15  In those days and at that time I will cause 

a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall 

execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16  In those 

days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. 

And this is the name by which it will be called: "The LORD 

is our righteousness." 

 
This reading for the first week of Advent finds Jeremiah the 

prophet has been sent to prison for his warnings of destruction 

and the downfall of Jerusalem. However, this passage speaks 

joyfully of the coming "sprout" of the House of David, from which 

will arise the Christ, Jesus.  

 

While the line of David itself might have suffered its downfall, the 

almighty God the Father has not forgotten His convent with the 

people of Israel: 

 

 “The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will 
fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah”. 
 

A descendant of David, our Messiah, will come ultimately not to 

restore David's lineage to the throne, but to offer heavenly 

salvation to the whole world. And it is here that God the Father is 

able to bring life out of death. God is great indeed!  

 

 

 

-David Schexnayder 



 

 

Thursday, December 2    Malachi 3:1-4 
 

Mal 3:1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way 

before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come 

to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 

delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 

 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can 

stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like 

fullers' soap; 3  he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 

and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 

like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the 

LORD in righteousness. 4  Then the offering of Judah and 

Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 

and as in former years. 

 
Malachi is offering hope, and some warning to us in 

these verses. In verse three, I am reminded of John the 

Baptist, preparing the way for Christ. But there is also 

the question of “can we endure in his coming and who 

can stand when he appears?” It reminds me of the Old 

Testament verses where the people of Israel did not want 

to see the light of God as it was to bright, to glorious for 

them to see. But there is hope in these verse as we are 

promised that we will be purified like gold and silver and 

be able to present ourselves and our offerings to the 

Lord in righteousness. I am reminded of the grace of 

God in these promises, that though I am imperfect, 

unworthy, yet God will do for us what we cannot do for 

ourselves so that we can connect with Him, which is what 

we often struggle with doing. 
 

-Geoff Goucher 



 

 

Friday, December 3           Luke 1:68-79 

 
Lk 1:68  "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably 

on his people and redeemed them. 69  He has raised up a mighty savior 

for us in the house of his servant David, 70  as he spoke through the 

mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71  that we would be saved 

from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 72  Thus he has 

shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his 

holy covenant, 73  the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to 

grant us 74  that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 75  in holiness and righteousness before 

him all our days. 76  And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 

Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77  to 

give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their 

sins. 78  By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 

break upon us, 79  to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the 

shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace." 

 

 

 God forgave his people looked favorably on then and 

redeemed them.  He looked to David as the mighty savior 

for.  He spoke through the mouth of the holy prophet 

from of old.  His people are proud and joyful that he 

kept his promise.   

 God’s promise made me feel great joy.  Up to now I 

have been brought into the light from the darkness of 

illness and shown me the promise of his salvation.  God’s 

promise has kept the evilness away. 

 

 

 
 

-Von Rodriguez 



 

 

Saturday, December 4   Philippians 1:3-11 

 
Php 1:3  I thank my God every time I remember you, 4  constantly 

praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5  because 

of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6  I am 

confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 

bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7  It is right for me to 

think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for 

all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and 

in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8  For God is my 

witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
9  And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 

with knowledge and full insight 10  to help you to determine what is 

best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11 

 having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

  In Philippians we are encouraged to be part of a 

community of believers. Each one of us can be happy and 

blessed to know that as we worship at the Church of 

Steadfast Love we are members of a community of 

believers. 

 As members of this community when we pray we know 

that God is helping us share the word of Christ with 

others. We have the joy of faith knowing that in 

Christian fellowship and hospitality no one will be 

turned away and we are offering our life to Jesus Christ 

 We give thanks to this portion of Philippians for sharing 

with us that in our belief in Jesus Christ we will have 

peace grace and hope. 
 

 

-DeMar Sather 



 

 

December 5  2nd Sunday in Advent Luke 3:1-6 

  
Lk 3:1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 

Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, 

and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 

and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2  during the high priesthood of Annas 

and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. 3  He went into all the region around the Jordan, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4  as it 

is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of 

one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

his paths straight. 5  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain 

and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and 

the rough ways made smooth; 6  and all flesh shall see the salvation of 

God.'" 

 

Advent is the preparation for the coming of Christ; the 

coming of the promised prophesy of salvation. 

Considering the word of God that came to John the 

Baptist to proclaim, "a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins," to ready us for Christ ministry 

among us, how do we prepare our lives this advent to 

remember the coming for salvation and to give thanks 

for God's mercy? Take some time to consider where in 

our own struggles and wilderness does God call us to 

repentance and forgiveness of others and our self? And 

how do we response to grace given salvation?  Where in 

this advent season can we "see the salvation of God"?             

 

 

 

 -Meghan McCreedy  



 

 

Monday, December 6    Titus 3:4-7 

4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our 

Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of any works of 

righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, 

through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 

Spirit. 6 This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his 

grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life. 

 

My recent experience with loving kindness have to do 

with thinking about getting up and making up my mind 

about carrying out a priority about my housing at the 

Morrison and I have respect for those keeping the water 

clean and giving me a chance to move.  Loving kindness 

was revealed to me through the stimulus check.  It was 

merciful to get that.  It helped me meet my needs about 

being accepted by another housing group.  I pray to get 

medical transportation I need.  Please pray for me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
-Amos Silas 



 

 

Tuesday, December 7         Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

Isa 52:7  How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the 

messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, 

who announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God 

reigns." 8  Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together 

they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the 

LORD to Zion. 9  Break forth together into singing, you 

ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his people, 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10  The LORD has bared his 

holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends 

of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 
The comfort that come from the Almighty is much appreciated 

because there have been times when any secular comforts were not 

a comfort at all.  I am glad that there is a higher power of comfort 

source because sometime any secular comfort is not intense 

enough, nothing like what comes from God Almighty. Sometimes I 

get overwhelmed by past transgressions and trying to find 

forgiveness and sometimes forget to forgive myself, something I 

have to learn in order to receive God’s faithful forgiveness.  It 

defeats the purpose not to forgive oneself.  It is important to 

forgive oneself and super important to ask for forgiveness from 

God.  Sometimes we neglect to do that. God has no desire even for 

the wicked to perish, it is desire that all be saved.  I read that 

somewhere in the Bible.  It was such a revelation.  The journey is a 

process. 

 

 

 

 

 

-Reggie Carey    



 

 

Wednesday, December 8    Psalm 98 

    
O sing to the Lord a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

    have gotten him victory. 
2 The Lord has made known his victory; 

    he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

    to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

    the victory of our God. 
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

    break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

    make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

    the world and those who live in it. 
8 Let the floods clap their hands; 

    let the hills sing together for joy 
9 at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming 

    to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

    and the peoples with equity. 

 

 This Psalm is a joyful pronouncement of the 2nd coming of 

our Lord and a reminder that we will be judged with “reverence 

and equity.”  I also see two separate instructions hidden in the 

final verse that tells me to walk with reverence (respect) and treat 

others with equity (parity or balance) as Jesus would.  The 

question of “what would Jesus do: “Is left in my mind as my life’s 

greatest challenge.  I start each day trying to live up to just 

answering that question and though my humanity always wins out 

eventually, the action of trying is what makes me a not only better 

Christian but also a better citizen of this planet.   

-Bob Kilcullen 



 

 

Thursday, December 9   Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Zep 3:14  Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with 

all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! 15  The LORD has taken away the 

judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, 

the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16  On that day it 

shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow 

weak. 17  The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will 

exult over you with loud singing 18  as on a day of festival. I will remove 

disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19  I will deal with 

all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the 

outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 
20  At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I 

will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD. 
 

 

 

 day of the Lord  

The book of Zephaniah is set in the reign of King Josiah. 

Zephaniah 3:14-20, in my opinion, this reading is about 

the arrival of God. When God talks to the Prophet 

Zephaniah to bring good news to his people, to restore 

justice and love between God and Israel. God brings 

joyfully celebration, Restoration, and a new life to his 

people of Israel the one who rescues from all his enemies. 

God brings a new way of life to sing aloud and speak of 

gathering. The love between God and Israel is renewed. 

 
 

 

 

 

-Enrique Urizar 



 

 

Friday, December 10     Isaiah 12:2-6 

 

Surely God is my salvation; 

    I will trust, and will not be afraid, 

for the Lord God is my strength and my might; 

    he has become my salvation. 
3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of 

salvation. 4 And you will say in that day: 

Give thanks to the Lord, 

    call on his name; 

make known his deeds among the nations; 

    proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5 Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 

    let this be known in all the earth. 
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 

    for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 
I am currently dealing with a lot of anger and a crisis of trust in 

the supremacy of an all loving God. I just cracked open my Bible 

to do this devotional to see if it would speak to me.  I had the 

passage, but did not know what it was until now.  It spoke directly 

to what I am going through.  In the passage, the writer talks about 

how God has rescued them and that they put their trust in God.  I 

found comfort in this, but still find it hard to trust completely.  I 

remember that I am not perfect, and that an all loving God knows 

this about me, so my trust in God does not need to be perfect. I 

find that hopelessness passes and when it does, God blooms life 

and love in our hearts which help us sing with joy for what God 

has done. These are the kinds of praises that the world wants, and 

needs, to hear. 

 

 

-Charles Smith 



 

 

Saturday, December 11   Philippians 4:4-7 

 
 
Php 4:4  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 

 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 

near. 6  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. 7  And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.  

 

 

This passage encourages us to be gentle, to let our 

gentleness be obvious to all, at all times.  It tells us to not 

be anxious, that God is near, and to bring our worries to 

God in prayerful conversation.  Be thankful for what 

makes sense and is going well. By speaking to God, we 

will feel the peace we need in order to go on. This is a 

simple, and comforting message, a good verse to read 

daily.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
-Mary Douglas 



 

 

December 12       3rd Sunday in Advent        Luke 3:7-18 

 
 

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 

able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the 

ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he 

said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has 

none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors 

came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we 

do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed 

for you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” 

He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false 

accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning 

in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 

Messiah,[a] 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 

water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy 

to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with[b] the Holy 

Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 

he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to 

the people. 
 

I read and agree with this reading.  It means I don’t 

want to sin and I want to go forth in life doing a good 

thing because his winnowing fork will thresh you down 

to the floor.  Praise God! 
 

 

-Ken Nelson 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+3%3A7-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25033a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+3%3A7-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25034b


 

 

Monday, December 13   Hebrews 1:1-4 

 

1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by 

the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a 

Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also 

created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact 

imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful 

word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to 

angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

- 

Hebreos 1:1-4- Nueva Versión Internacional 

1 Dios, que muchas veces y de varias maneras habló a nuestros 

antepasados en otras épocas por medio de los profetas, 2 en estos días 

finales nos ha hablado por medio de su Hijo. A este lo designó 

heredero de todo, y por medio de él hizo el universo. 3 El Hijo es el 

resplandor de la gloria de Dios, la fiel imagen de lo que él es, y el que 

sostiene todas las cosas con su palabra poderosa. Después de llevar a 

cabo la purificación de los pecados, se sentó a la derecha de la 

Majestad en las alturas. 4 Así llegó a ser superior a los ángeles en la 

misma medida en que el nombre que ha heredado supera en excelencia 

al de ellos. 

 

Jesu Cristo sigue hablándonos a través de su palabra, pero 

muchas veces "hacemos oídos sordos" a su palabra, aún  

y cuando nos hacemos llamar Cristianos...quizás porque somos 

más "oídores", que hacedores.  

Sin embargo Dios quien da el más alto lugar a Cristo Jesús, nos 

invita a través de el a poner en práctica y a hacer de su palabra 

una forma de vida.  

Que Dios en su infinita misericordia nos conseda mucha felicidad 

y ternura no solo en este tiempo de Adviento y de Navidad, sino 

siempre. ¡A Dios sea dada toda Gloria! 

 

-Esaú Cuevas 



 

 

Tuesday, December 14    John 1:1-14 

 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 

was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not 

one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to 

all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 

a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

“But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 

become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 

flesh or the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12 
 

This one verse gives me such joy and peace especially during the ongoing 

pandemic.  John, the Witness, tells us we are all born of God.  I take this 

to mean we are born out of and with the capacity to love as God loves all 

of Creation.  From the fullness of Christ we all receive grace upon grace 

as children of God. 
 

“In the busyness of this day 

grant me a stillness of seeing, O God. 

In the conflicting voices of my heart 

grant me a calmness of hearing. 

Let my seeing and hearing 

my words and my actions 

be rooted in a silent certainty of your presence. 

Let my passions for life 

and the longings for justice that stir within me 

be grounded in the experience of your stillness. 

Let my life be rooted in the ground of your peace, O God, 

let me be rooted in the depths of your peace.” 

 
~ from CELTIC BENEDICTION by J. Philip Newell 

 -Anni Campbell 



 

 

Wednesday, December 15   Micah 5:2-5a 

 
 

Mic 5:2  " But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of 

the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 

one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient days. 3  Therefore he shall give them up until 

the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the 

rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4  And 

he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the 

LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the 

ends of the earth; 5  and he shall be the one of peace. 
  

 

This prophecy foretelling of the Christ to come and 

predicting the birthplace, Bethlehem, was nothing short 

of amazing as this did indeed happen.  The word of God 

speaking the future into being.  Perhaps it is with this in 

mind that our belief can be bolstered by a second coming 

of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

-John Douglas 



 

 

Thursday, December 16    Luke 1:46B-55   

 
Lk 1:46  And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47  and my spirit 

rejoices in God my Savior, 48  for he has looked with favor on the 

lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call 

me blessed; 49  for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 

holy is his name. 50  His mercy is for those who fear him from 

generation to generation. 51  He has shown strength with his arm; he 

has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52  He has 

brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
53  he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 

empty. 54  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 

mercy, 55  according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to 

Abraham and to his descendants forever." 

 

When I find myself in times of trouble, Mother Mary comes to me 

Speaking words of wisdom, let it be. 

And in my hour of darkness she is standing right in front of me 

Speaking words of wisdom, let it be. 

John Lennon and Paul McCartney 

 

A reminder to myself: let it be. Let the darkness and shadows and 

storms exist, and trust that I can remain steady in the face of 

challenges. Resist running away and getting caught up in the 

spirals of ego, possessiveness, frenzy and habits. Just let it be. 

When the pain is there, I can instead turn myself to God and say, 

please help. I need you to help. She will lift up the humble and fill 

the hungry with good things. When I turn all of my attention to 

God, sing my song and ask for help, something shifts and I am 

freed from strong emotions which dissolve into love. And it’s so 

difficult to remember during the frenzied momentum of holiday 

busy-ness, but it’s important to hit pause from time to time, get 

quiet, reconnect with God, and see what happens when I just let it 

be. 

 

-Maria Mӓnnistӧ 



 

 

Friday, December 17       Psalm 80:1-7 

 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are 

enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 2  before Ephraim and Benjamin and 

Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save us! 3  Restore us, O God; let your 

face shine, that we may be saved. 4  O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be 

angry with your people's prayers? 5  You have fed them with the bread of tears, and 

given them tears to drink in full measure. 6  You make us the scorn of our neighbors; 

our enemies laugh among themselves. 7  Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face 

shine, that we may be saved. 

- 
80  Pastor de Israel, que guías a José como a un rebaño, 

que tienes tu trono sobre los querubines, ¡escucha! 

¡Mira con buenos ojos a Efraín, 2 Benjamín y Manasés! 

¡Despierta y ven a salvarnos con tu poder!  3 Oh Dios, ¡haz que volvamos a 

ser lo que fuimos! ¡Míranos con buenos ojos y estaremos a salvo! 

4 Señor, Dios todopoderoso, ¿hasta cuándo estarás enojado con la oración de 

tu pueblo?  5 Nos has dado lágrimas por comida; por bebida, lágrimas en 

abundancia.  6 Nos has convertido en la burla de nuestros vecinos, y nuestros 

enemigos se ríen de nosotros.  7 Dios todopoderoso, ¡haz que volvamos a ser 

lo que fuimos!¡Míranos con buenos ojos y estaremos a salvo! 

 

 Estamos en el tiempo de Adviento tiempo para prepararnos para la 

llegada de nuestro Salvador Jesús. Es por esto que este Salmo nos 

recuerda tener que a pesar del tiempo tan difícil que estamos viviendo, 

tiempo de pandemia, Dios no nos desampara, y que escuchará nuestras 

suplicas para no solo ser lo que fuimos sino seres humanos nuevos que 

viven en el amor y la paz de Cristo Jesús.  Que Dios en su bondad nos 

acompañe no solo en este tiempo de Adviento, sino siempre. ¡A Dios sea 

dada toda Gloria! 

 
We are in the time of Advent preparing for the arrival of our savior Jesus.  It 

is for this that this Psalm reminds us of the difficult time that we are living 

through, the pandemic, God does not forsake us, and listens to our 

supplications to be the person that I was, but now a new human being that 

lives in the love and peace of Jesus Christ.  God in his mercy accompanies us 

not only now during Advent, but for all time.  To God be the glory! 

 

 

-Esaú Cuevas 



 

 

Saturday, December 18   Hebrews 10:5-10 

 
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

    but a body you have prepared for me; 
6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

    you have taken no pleasure. 
7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O 

God’ 

    (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken 

pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and 

sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9 then 

he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes 

the first in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by 

God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering 

of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

God names Jesus as his Son who has authority over all 

creation, even the angels.  There is no longer any doubt 

about the nature of the Son.  In the past angels had 

authority, but God never called any angel My Son, nor 

was any angel designated to sit by His right hand.  Only 

Jesus, the anointed Son of God who came to 

demonstrate, on God’s authority, what He wants from us 

and for up.  We celebrate his birth for the hope that it 

gives us and his death and resurrection as the symbols of 

a new covenant with God based not on the Law, but on 

love and forgiveness.   

 
-Maggie Smith 



 

 

December 19 4th Sunday in Advent Luke 1:39-45 
 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a 

loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes 

to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 

womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be[a] a 

fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

 

This is the ultimate illustration of how women and girls have no 

real autonomy over their bodies, choices and, really lives. Men 

have used Christianity to justify strippin women and girls of their 

full autonomy. There are many examples in the Bible in which 

God usurps male autonomy, the story of Job and even Abraham, 

but that did not translate into men not having personal control 

over their bodies and full self-empowerment of their lives. God did 

not give Mary or Elizabeth a choice or even a warning that He was 

going to make them pregnant. Neither woman was allowed to 

choose when they would bear a child. Elizabeth longed for a child 

well into her old age. It was only when God wanted to demonstrate 

His power/blessing that He chose to finally let Elizabeth have a 

child and then He chose the child's name and calling in life.  

 

How is it that God's actions towards women and girls in the Bible 

are then the justification of how women are treated by men? Men 

are not God and Jesus says to treat everyone with love, 

understanding and generosity. But men, over the centuries, have 

chosen time and time again to make women less than second class 

citizens and strip their autonomy from them. Men on earth are not 

God. All men should treat all women as men themselves wish to be 

treated, with dignity, love, acceptance and with women's full 

autonomy recognized and respected.  

 

- JMCunningham  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A39-55&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24931a


 

 

Monday, December 20         Isaiah 9:2-7 

 
Isa 9:2 " The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them 

light has shined. 3  You have multiplied the nation, you have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 

harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4  For the 

yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the 

rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 

Midian. 5  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all 

the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the 

fire. 6  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 7  His authority shall grow continually, and 

there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 

kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and 

with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

   

 

As we approach Christmas and the celebration of the 

birth of Christ, I would hope that I can experience the 

enthusiasm of Isaiah in proclaiming the gift of salvation 

and universal integrity as a gift from the Lord.  Through 

Christ’s sacrifice these gifts have become mine. 
 

 

 

 

 

-Harvey Smith 



 

 

Tuesday, December 21    Psalm 96 

 
 

O sing to the LORD a new song; 

    sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

    tell of his salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations, 

    his marvelous works among all the 

peoples. 4 For great is the LORD, and 

greatly to be praised; 

    he is to be revered above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

    but the LORD made the heavens. 
6 Honor and majesty are before him; 

    strength and beauty are in his 

sanctuary.  7 Ascribe to the LORD, O 

families of the peoples, 

    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his 

name;bring an offering, and come into his 

courts. 
9 Worship the LORD in holy splendor; 

    tremble before him, all the earth. 
10 Say among the nations, “The LORD is 

king!  The world is firmly established; it 

shall never be moved.  He will judge the 

peoples with equity.”  11 Let the heavens 

be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

    let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
12     let the field exult, and everything in 

it. Then shall all the trees of the forest 

sing for joy  13     before the LORD; for he 

is coming, for he is coming to judge the 

earth. He will judge the world with 

righteousness, and the peoples with his 

truth. 

 
A Song of Praise to the Lord Our God 

A joyful song, a joyful praise 

Sing a song to The Ancient of Days. 

To the Lord Our God 

The Master of righteousness 

The giver of eternal life. 

A joyful song, a joyful praise 

Sing a song to The Ancient of Days 

The Holy One of Israel 

The King above us all 

We praise his holy name, and we listen to his call. 

 

 - Tiffany Smith  



 

 

 

Wednesday, December 22   Titus 2:11-14 

 

Tit 2:11  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 

to all, 12  training us to renounce impiety and worldly 

passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-

controlled, upright, and godly, 13  while we wait for the 

blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great 

God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14  He it is who gave himself 

for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify 

for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good 

deeds.  

 

 

This scripture calls all people to the Gospel and it mentions that he 

sanctified us to be true to godliness and righteousness. We should 

live soberly-referring to the whole temper of a person. Sobriety is 

no less than all the powers of the soul being consistently and 

constantly awake. Lusts of the flesh, which belong to the present 

state of this life and the world. Christ is not the little God, but the 

Great One.  

 

We are still “in training”, our transformation is still a work in 

progress. Not only in this season of holiday cheer but year-round, 

day in and day out, year after year. “While we wait for the blessed 

hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.”  He is our only hope to get over this 

pandemic if we turn to Him! Turn all your sins over to Him! 

 

 

-Dean McBee 

 

 



 

 

Thursday, December 23     Isaiah 62:6-12 

Isa 62:6  Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; 

all day and all night they shall never be silent. You who 

remind the LORD, take no rest, 7  and give him no rest until 

he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout 

the earth. 8  The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by 

his mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be food 

for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for 

which you have labored; 9  but those who garner it shall eat it 

and praise the LORD, and those who gather it shall drink it 

in my holy courts. 10  Go through, go through the gates, 

prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the 

highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the 

peoples. 11  The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the 

earth: Say to daughter Zion, "See, your salvation comes; his 

reward is with him, and his recompense before him." 12 

 They shall be called, "The Holy People, The Redeemed of 

the LORD"; and you shall be called, "Sought Out, A City 

Not Forsaken." 
 

 

The Lord is going through the gates to prepare the way 

for his followers as to the ones that believe in the Lord 

and he will no longer be their for our enemies as to the 

ones that do not believe, as to those who recompense  

meaning to change their ways all our sins will be 

forgiven and we will become his Holy people. 

 

 
-Jon Napiontek 

 



 

 

Friday, December 24-Christmas Eve  Psalm 97 

  
Ps 97:1  The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice; let the many 

coastlands be glad! 2  Clouds and thick darkness are all 

around him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of 

his throne. 3  Fire goes before him, and consumes his 

adversaries on every side. 4  His lightnings light up the 

world; the earth sees and trembles. 5  The mountains melt 

like wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth. 6 

 The heavens proclaim his righteousness; and all the peoples 

behold his glory. 7  All worshipers of images are put to 

shame, those who make their boast in worthless idols; all 

gods bow down before him. 8  Zion hears and is glad, and the 

towns of Judah rejoice, because of your judgments, O God. 9 

 For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are 

exalted far above all gods. 10  The LORD loves those who 

hate evil; he guards the lives of his faithful; he rescues them 

from the hand of the wicked. 11  Light dawns for the 

righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. 12  Rejoice in the 

LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy name! 

 
 

Love of music, joy of heart.  Music frees the soul!  

God is love. 

Merry Christmas!  God bless you.   

God loves you always! 
 

 

 

-Willie Heard 

 



 

 

Saturday, December 25-Christmas Day   Luke 2:1-20 

 
Lk 2:1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2  This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3  All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 

of David. 5  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 

who was expecting a child. 6  While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 8  In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10  But the angel 

said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 

joy for all the people: 11  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 

wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13  And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 

 "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 

favors!" 15  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16  So they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17  When they 

saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18  and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19  But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20  The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 

 

Jesús es alegría.  Yo me alegro, por el día en que nació y 

yo me alegro cantando, ¡Feliz Navidad! Yo quiero que 

haya paz y no guerras en el mundo. 

 

Jesus is happiness.  I am happy for the day that Christ 

was born and I am happily singing, Merry Christmas!  I 

want peace and no wars in the world. 
-Margarito Perez 
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